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Renewed calls by Christians 
for action on world debt 




May madrigals on Magdalene Tower 



THOUSANDS of Christians will converge on 
Birmingham this month to mark the tenth 
anniversary of the Jubilee 2000 chain, which 
marked the beginning of public protests to 
end Third World debt. 

Hundreds will travel up from Oxford, 
Buckinghamshire and Berkshire, some of 
whom were at the first event in May 1998, 
when 70,000 people linked hands around 
Birmingham’s International Convention Centre 
during the G8 summit of world leaders. 

Local charity, Christian Concern for One 
World (CCOW), which serves the diocese of 
Oxford, credits the event - one of the first 
large-scale protests the UK had seen - with 
helping to change the landscape of debate on 
the injustice of global poverty. 

Ten years ago more than 1,000 
campaigners travelled from the diocese by car, 
bus and even steam boat to join the chain. 

Canon Christopher Hall was co-ordinator 
of CCOW in 1998. He recalls: ‘Half the 
people there had never been on a demo 
before. St Martin’s in the Bullring was packed 
to the doors and beyond... Jubilee 2000 was 
a tipping point for the churches and for global 
justice. Bono told George Bush at the White 
House in 2006 that the example of Martin 
Dent and Bill Peters, the two Anglican 
founders of the campaign, had brought him 
back to Christian faith. 

‘24 million signatures, a Guinness record, 
were collected. Locally, Christian Concern for 
One World collected over 10,000 signatures. 
By 2002 $34billion of debt had been relieved, 
making each signature worth £1,000. Spending 
on health and education in some debt- 
burdened countries had doubled or trebled.’ 

He called for further action to eradicate 
remaining debt, saying: ‘Millions of people 



around the world still struggle under a 
massive debt burden. Much wider debt 
cancellation is urgently needed for global 
justice’. 

Jess Worth, from Oxford, has been an 
active campaigner for cancellation of Third 
World debt since the Jubilee 2000 Chain. 

She remembers attending the event in her 
father’s wedding suit, dragging raggedly 
dressed, manacled student friends along to 
symbolise unfair treatment of the developing 
world by rich Western countries. 

‘No one could have believed how massively 
successful the event would be, with such 
overwhelming support. It was really the first 
time that the root causes of the debt crisis in 
developing countries was brought clearly to 
public consciousness.’ 

Martin Conway, chair of the diocesan 
board for social responsibility, says he will be 
returning to Birmingham to press for further 
action from Western governments on 1 8 May. 

This year’s event will celebrate what the 
campaigns have achieved on debt in the last 
decade, and demand further action. 

Mr Conway said: ‘While the International 
Monetary Fund was willing to bring forward in 
some cases the steps in the long process they had 
agreed for nations to deserve certain reductions in 
respect of their debts, all too many of the poorer 
nations are still trapped in seemingly endless and 
unfair annual payments, in all too many cases 
having already paid in interest far more than they 
had been persuaded to borrow in the first place.’ 

You can add your voice to the Jubilee Debt 
Campaign in a number of ways, from joining a 
local action group, to signing up as a Jubilee 
Congregation. To find out more, or go to 
www.jubilieedebtcampaign. org. uk. 



As the sun rises above the Tower of Magdalene 
College, Oxford on 1 May, the sound of 
choristers will signal the official start of 
traditional May Day celebrations in the city, as 
they have done for nearly 500 years. 

The whole choir of Magdalene College, boys 
and men, take part in the historic proceedings 
which begin as the bells strike 6am with the 
College hymn. That means a 5am start to 
warm up and make the long climb up the 172 
steps of the tower, past the bells, to the top. 

After a prayer led by the Dean, the choir 
sing madrigals such as 'Now is the month 
of Maying', and the bells ring out again in 
celebration while the singers clamber back 
down the stairs, covering their ears against 



the deafening noise of the bells and 
celebrations of the crowds watching from 
the street below. 

Clare Ferguson, Master in Charge of the 
Choristers says: 'For the boys it's a great 
occasion and there is a traditional winding up 
of novices as to what happens at the top of 
the tower! 

'And after their early start the boys are treated 
to a slap-up breakfast, followed by a friendly 
game of football before a Sung Eucharist in the 
College Chapel at 9.15am.' 

The origins of the choir's May Day tradition 
are hazy, but are thought to possibly date back to 
the early 16th century and the death of Henry 
VII who was patron of the college. 
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In brief 



A personal invite is key to success 



Hundreds of churches have taken 
part in Back to Church Sunday - 
and this year the diocese is putting 
even more effort into encouraging 
people who have left church to give 
it another go. Sarah Meyrick 
explains. 

PLANS for ‘Back to Church Sunday’ 2008 
have been unveiled - in the hope that the 
number of parishes taking part this year will 
continue its steady rise. 

For the first time, the Diocese of Oxford is 
offering its own tailor-made resources this 
year ( pictured right) which will sit alongside 
the national ‘Back to Church’ campaign on 28 
September. 

The Revd Janet Russell, Parish Development 
Adviser for Berkshire, who is promoting the 
campaign for the third year running, said: ‘A 
large number of parishes have now taken part 
in Back to Church, and there’s lots of good 
experience across the diocese to share. 

‘Feedback from parishes who ran ‘Back to 
Church’ in 2006 and 2007 suggested that we 
need a flexible approach. In particular, several 
parishes told us that they wanted undated 
resources, so that they could hold events on a 
different date if necessary. We also wanted to 
extend the closing date this year to allow 
parishes a bit longer to come on board. 

‘We’re delighted with the designs and 
believe they will have a real impact.’ 

The resources are available in two packs: 
Pack A contains 100 invitation cards, 100 
prayer cards, 1 A3 and 2 A4 posters and costs 
£15, while Pack B contains 50 invitation cards, 
50 prayer cards, 1 A3 and 1 A4 poster and 
costs £9. Prices include p&p. You can 
order via the website or by contacting 
Jane Manley on 01865208225 or 
jane.manley@oxford.anglican.org. 

After the success of last year’s training event 
in High Wycombe, there will be three more 
‘Back to Church’ training sessions this year, in 
Reading (14 June), High Wycombe (5 July), 
and Banbury (12 July). 



Champions - who have experience of 
running ‘Back to Church’ events - are also 
available to speak to parishes and deaneries: 
please contact Janet on 01865 208296 or 
janet.russell@oxford.anglican.org. 

There is lots of information and 
advice about running ‘Back to Church’ 
on the diocesan website 

(www.oxford.anglican.org/backtochurch). 

Frequently asked questions 

What is Back to Church Sunday? 

‘Back to Church’ is a simple way of inviting 
people to come along to church on a 
particular date - and then making an effort to 
be extra welcoming. It is aimed primarily - 
but not exclusively - at people who have had 
some previous contact with church. In 2006, 
around 70 churches in Berkshire took part - 
and 600 extra people came to church. Last 
year, 120 parishes across the three 
archdeaconries joined in, bringing in around 
1200 visitors. In 2008 we are hoping even 
more parishes will take part. 

Will people really come back if invited? 

Yes - lots of people would like to come back 
but are often too nervous to come on their 
own. They may be embarrassed that they’ve 
fallen out of the habit of churchgoing. All the 
feedback says that the key to success lies in the 
personal invitation, by individual members of 
the congregation to their friends and 
neighbours. To have somebody looking after 
you, perhaps giving you a lift or inviting you 
to lunch afterwards, will make coming back 
to church a positive experience. It’s a very 
simple and successful formula for reaching 
out to those outside the church family. 

Is it a lot of work? 

No, anyone can do it. Some churches have 
said they found it helpful to form a small 
planning group to organise the day: the 
timeline on the website will help you get 
started. All you need to do is hold a normal 
service, and make it especially welcoming, or 
you might like to choose particularly well- 




known hymns, and serve freshly brewed 
coffee and home-made cakes afterwards. 



Is that it? Just one day? 

Follow-up is really important, and it’s worth 
planning ahead. What have you got coming 
up in the church diary that your visitors might 
like to know about? Some churches have told 
us that a simple follow-up visit afterwards has 
made the difference between someone coming 
back to church once and joining the 
congregation. Remember: ‘Back to Church’ is 
the beginning of a process and not the end. 

We did it last year and only one or two people 
came. We haven’t seen them since. 

That can be disappointing: is there anything 
helpful you can learn from that experience? 
How did you send out your invitations? The 
evidence suggests that a personal, one-to-one 
invitation is more likely to succeed than an 
impersonal mail-shot. 

For stories of people who did come back - and 
stayed - see the next issue of The Door or look 
at www.oxford.anglican.org/backtochurch. 
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Fighting Stigma 

The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, has joined a campaign against 
the stigma of mental illness. 

Bishop John visited Broadmoor Hospital in 
Berkshire on 15 April to sign up for the 
Write Now campaign, led by West London 
Mental Health NHS Trust. 

The Trust aims to develop a network of 
people willing to challenge prejudiced 
reporting of mental illness, which it says 
increases the discrimination faced by people 
living with the illness. 

Bishop John said: 'I found this a very 
moving visit. Here were people coping with 
deep mental disturbance, either as sufferers 
or as carers. Here was an institution 
dedicated to realistic, professional care and 
protection. We urgently need to dissolve 
the stigma attached to mental illness. 
Having such an illness can be terrifying 
enough without other people sticking labels 
on the sufferers/ 



Look out for those envelopes 

Familiar red and white envelopes will be 
dropping through letterboxes this month as 
a 300,000 strong army of volunteers takes 
to the streets for the 31st door-to-door 
collection for Christian Aid Week. 

This year's annual collection runs from 
11-17 May. Last year a record £15mil lion 
was raised. 

Malcolm Bromhall of Christian Aid, 
thanked volunteers for their hard work and 
urged people to support the collection, 
saying: 'People know that the money they 
give goes where it is needed most - helping 
poor people of all faiths and none to find 
their own lasting solutions to poverty. 

'Christian Aid works directly with local 
organisations on the ground through a 
network of more than 600 partners in 
around 50 countries worldwide../ 

To find out more about Christian Aid 
Week contact Malcolm on 01865 246818, 
email mbromhall@christian-aid.org 



Bishop blesses the Gospel beat 

Oxford's first Christian nightclub will be 
officially blessed by the Bishop of Oxford, 
the Rt Revd John Pritchard on 3 May. 

Offering good Christian Gospel music and 
a friendly atmosphere, House of Praise has 
been welcomed in the city by Christians and 
non-Christians alike. DJ G (Gary Smith) 
welcomed the Bishop's backing. 



Bishop Woollcombe remembered 

A memorial service for the Rt Revd Kenneth 
Woollcombe, former Bishop of Oxford from 
1971 to 1978, will take place at Christ 
Church Cathedral on 28 May at 6pm. 

Bishop Kenneth died in Worcester in 
March, aged 84. 

The current Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd John Pritchard, said of him: 'He took 
the Diocese through the 1970s with 
confidence and clear leadership. After the 
sad death of his first wife, he found new 
contentment in his marriage to Juliet, and 
his new role at St Paul's Cathedral. The 
Diocese remembers him with affection and 
respect.' 



Sight impaired people can now get a free 
audio version of the DOOR by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Left behind: coping 
after a suicide 
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AUT0SAVE...0UR TEAM HAS OVER 24 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO CHURCHES AND CHARITIES 
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07 07 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1 .7 CDTI 
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FROM ONLY £9,999 



• HPI/VMC mileage and history check 

• FREE nationwide delivery to your door 

• FREE Accident Management Scheme 



• Choose from hundreds of new & used makes & models 

• Minimum 1 2 months parts and labour warranty 

• Minimum 1 2 months roadside assistance 



NO RISK, HASSLE FREE BENEFITS 



Call: 0845 122 69021 AUTOS A\/F I# 

or visit: www.autosave.co.uk ! I w w k v 



OPENING HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8 45AM - 6.30PM I SATURDAY 9.00AM - 3.00PM 



Janice, a licensed lay minister, speaks to Rebecca Paveley about the suicide of 
her husband David, and its impact on her faith. A member of Survivors of 
Bereavement by Suicide (SOBS), Janice has organised the charity's annual 
service at All Saints Parish Church, High Wycombe on 3 May. 



SUICIDE was decriminalised more than than 
40 years ago. But for the relatives of those 
who commit suicide, they can all too often be 
made to feel ashamed of the way their loved 
one died. 

‘David was ill, he died of an illness: 
depression,’ says Janice. ‘But many people 
still see the manner of his death as a sin. 

‘People respond very differently to you 
when you are bereaved by suicide. I could see 
in the shop where I was working, people 
would come in, see it was me, and go away 
again. Even people in church responded 
differently than if David had died another 
way: some obviously still thought it was a 
sin.’ 

David had been ill with depression for a 
year before he died. He and Janice ran a 
chain of fruit shops, and the business was 
showing signs of failing and the family was 
in debt. 

Janice says: ‘He gradually went down hill 
through 1992. I didn’t get him to the doctors 
until the summer, he was put on medication 
and a psychiatric nurse came to him. Twice the 
doctor thought about sectioning him but 
didn't. We were supported by our church - 
David was a churchwarden there. The vicar 
and friends used to come round and pray for 
us, I found it helpful but I’m not sure David 
did, the talking used to go round and round in 
circles. 

‘He died when I thought he was getting 
better - only later I realised he had had it all 
planned out. We worked together, and we 
were very busy just before Christmas. I had 
been with him all the time, but he was 
looking better and feeling better and 
suggested he would go and do deliveries. It 
was the first time we had been apart. 

‘A bit later I had a peculiar phone call from 
him, he was saying his goodbyes really, I 
think. I knew there was something wrong so 
I went straight home but I was too late. I 
found him. He had taken an overdose, and 
had drunk some whisky and put a plastic bag 
over his head too. Suddenly my house was 
full of people, police and ambulance and 



everyone. I had to get my daughter. We were 
due to do a service at Asda that night so had 
to tell our vicar we couldn’t.’ 

There was little ‘organised’ support at that 
time for Janice, or her 13 year old daughter 
Louise. The charity Survivors of 
Bereavement by Suicide was set up in 1994 
but Janice only found out about it last year, 
when flicking through a parish magazine 
during a visit to a church in the Cotwolds. 

After initially thinking she was ‘over it’ 
and didn’t need the support, she decided to 
go to the charity’s annual service with her 
friend Marie. 

‘When I went I thought I was ok about it 
but I was in a complete heap during the 
service.’ 

She decided to get involved and offered to 
help organise the 2008 service. She saw 
Bishop Alan to discuss the service (he will 
attend this year’s) and he suggested she start 
up a support group in her area, High 
Wycombe. Around eight people now 

attend this group each month. David on holiday with family, three years before he died 



'I was angry at David. I felt like 
he had just left me, he'd dumped 
me and I had to carry on. I was 
also angry at God, but I think 
God can take that' 



The feelings people have after a suicide are 
often different from the usual feelings of grief 
and loss. 

There can be a lot of ‘if only’s,’ says Janice. 
‘If only I had got there earlier, if only I had 
intervened before I could have done 
something. And a lot of anger. Some people 
feel angry at the health service for failing to 
help, others are angry with the person who has 
died. 

‘I was angry at David. I felt like he had just 
left me, heU dumped me and I had to carry 
on. I was also angry at God, but I think God 
can take that.’ 

In the 17 years since David’s death, Janice 
has embarked on a huge journey of discovery. 
A practising Christian before, she stepped 
into her husband’s shoes becoming a 
churchwarden then, last year, a licensed lay 
minister. 

This journey was, she says, sparked by 
David’s death. When praying shortly 
afterwards, she was given a message: Isaiah 
61. ‘He has sent me to bind up the broken 
hearted, to comfort all who mourn.’ 

She says: ‘I thought at first but I’m 
mourning, why should I be looking after 
other people who are mourning?’ 

But she was true to the word. And all these 
years later, in her role as LLM and an organiser 
for SOBS, Janice is fulfilling her commission. 

• For information about SOBS, or to talk to 
someone in complete confidence, contact SOBS 
national office on 01159 441117. For details 
of the charity's annual service at All Saints, 
High Wycombe, see The Doorpost, page 19. 



Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 

Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
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Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 
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So much to 

With the arrival of summer, almost everyone’s mind turns 
to days out and special events. Churches will be planning 
flower festivals, art exhibitions and other events. 

Further afield there will be so many places to visit and 
things to do, writes Roy Perring. 

The South of England has more than its share of special 
Christian festivals and bible camps, that start in the 
springtime and last right through to the end of August. 
There are many other secular events to attract our 
attention and make demands on our time. 

Country gardens and walks offer a chance to get away 
from the frustrations of day-to-day living and relax in a 
more natural environment. Zoos and other attractions 
featuring animals always appeal to Christians of all ages; 
perhaps it’s our early teachings of Noah and his ark. 

The years have seen the arrival of themed parks attracting 
families by the thousand but there is still a strong desire 
to visit places from the past, steeped in history and 
spirituality. 

Cathedrals, churches and churchyards are often a draw to 
the traveller either on holiday in a different part of the 
country or just a respite for a local person seeking a 
break from the day’s events. The Oxford diocese has an 
amazing choice of places to visit from the historic 
buildings of the University city of Oxford itself, to 
countless other attractions such as Banbury, Windsor and 
Aylesbury to name just a few. With beautiful countryside 
within easy reach, a good healthy walk gives us a chance 
to wonder afresh at the spectacle that is creation. 

If the weather should take a turn for the worst, the south 
west is full of exhibitions and other visitor attractions 
where you can learn as well as have fun. 

There's always plenty to do in the evenings as well with 
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all forms of art and culture to choose 
from highbrow to lowbrow. Our 
churches very often become venues 
for concerts of classical music. 
Everyone has different ideas on how 
to spend their leisure time, but the 
important thing is to spend it wisely. 

If you're stopping off for some 
refreshment keep an eye open to see if 
a nearby church or cathedral has a 
coffee shop. Somehow their teas and 
cakes always seem to be more 
wholesome than many of the high 
street chains. These short visits 





COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 

and Gardens - 

From ANTS to RHINOS In 
160 Acres of Parkland 

* SPECIAL EVENTS • 
•CHILDRENS FARMYARD* 

• ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND * 

• CAFETERIA* 

* INDOOR EXHIBITS* 



OPEN EVERY DAY FROM lOAM EXCEPT *«TH DEC 



Burford, Oxon OXl8 4JP 
Tel: (0X993) 823006 

Mid-way between Oxford (f Cheltenham 

www.cotswoIdwildlifepark.co. 11 k 



summertime 

provide a valuable income for many of our churches and 
cathedrals. If you are in a secular coffee shop make your 
mark by asking for a Fairtrade drink. 
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WINTERSHALL 



AN OPEN AIR PLAY IN THREE ACTS 



Tuesday 24th June - Sunday 29th June, 2008 
at Wintershall, Bramley, Surrey 

Performances everyday 1 0.00am - 4.00pm Children £7.50 Adults £ 1 5 

Begins with the Annunciation and ends with the Ascension 
Cast of over 200 

Biblical costumes, authentic armour & animals 
Incredible sound amplification & music 

Tickets from: 

Wintershall Estate Office, Wintershall, Bramley, Surrey GU5 OLR 
Tel : 0 1 483 892 1 67 during office hours www.wintershall-estate.com boxoffice@hutleygroup.com 



ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 




Contact: The Warden, Ormond 
Road, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 
0X12 8EA 

Telephone: 01235 762739 
Email: warden@stkatharines.co.uk 
w ww.stkatharines .co .uk 



Residential Home with Nursing Wing 

Modem, well equipped Residential Home 
for 75 ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds 
near town centre. 

Non-profit making charity, under the aegis 
of the Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

Excellent facilities include a beautiful chapel 
in the grounds. 

Our Residents live independent lives in a 
vibrant and happy community. 



Poorest older people at risk as advice deficit deepens 

Nearly half a million older people risk missing out on vital financial help and other 
support this year following swingeing cuts to advice services. Across England, 80% of 
Age Concerns have suffered funding cuts to their trusted information, advice and 
advocacy services with the latest reductions beginning to bite in the last seven days. 
Last year alone, these services helped put £100 million of money benefits into the 
pockets of older people. 

In April Age Concern launched both a new campaign The price of no advice’ and an 
accompanying report Transforming Lives’ to highlight the disastrous impact of these 
cuts and call for increased funding for these vital services. The campaign also calls for 
a new cross-government strategy to develop a more co-ordinated approach to 
providing and funding advice services. Cuts to advice services mean that in the new 
financial year, about 480,000 people who come to the charity looking for support risk 
either not being helped or receiving a reduced service that may not meet their needs. 
The cuts come at a time when older people on low fixed incomes have been hit by 
massive price hikes and yet continue to miss out on claiming their share of up to £4.6 
billion in money benefits each year. The services provide a vital means of helping them 
claim the money they need to meet their living costs. 

Age Concern Director General Gordon Lishman said, “Age Concern advisers provide a 
lifeline for over half a million older people each year. Older people trust us because we 
are independent, provide face to face advice and understand their concerns. It 
beggars belief that swingeing cuts in information and advice services are being allowed 
to place the health, wellbeing and dignity of so many older people at risk.” 
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God in the life of... 



St Helen’s Church Centre, Monday morning, 
and the sound of happy children and 
chattering parents can be heard before you 
even open the door. The church’s Baby and 
Toddler Group is such a popular social event 
each week for the town’s young families that 
it has had to expand to two sessions, and a 
waiting list. 

The format is simple. A warm welcome, a 
chance to meet with old and new friends over 
a cup of tea (or squash), playtime for the 
children and, to round it all off, a few familiar 
songs encouraging everyone to join in. 

‘It’s very secular,’ Rachel says. ‘It’s outreach, 
not overtly Christian. But I think it’s an 
important place for the church to be, 
providing part of the support network for 
parents and carers at a time, with young 
children, when they can feel so isolated. And 
it’s enjoyable!’ 

When Rachel was asked to take on 
responsibility for the group, five years ago, 
the situation was not so healthy with numbers 
dwindling to the point where, she says, its 
existence was under question; a low in the 
natural cycle of all drop-in groups. 

But the welcome continued just as warmly 
and, as is often the case, it took just a few new 



'Music is a key element in 
engaging with God, whatever age 
you are. It's a known fact that 
babies are extremely sensitive to 
music, especially sung by someone 
they know, and for everyone it has 
the ability to touch the emotions 
and raise spiritual awareness' 



faces to tell all their friends about a great 
weekly social opportunity they had stumbled 
upon: ‘and suddenly we had all these babies 
rolling in’. 

Rachel pays tribute to her loyal band of 
helpers from St Helen’s congregation who, she 
says, typically come once as a favour then just 
keep coming, setting up the hall, serving tea, 
playing with the children and providing a 
listening ear. A couple of sixth-formers from 
St Helen’s School, who helped out as part of 
their community service, enjoyed it so much 
that they asked to come back again. 

Her own speciality is the weekly music spot 
at the end of the sessions . Although not a 
trained musician (she studied Botany), she 
says her family life has always been musical, 
with lots of singing around the house, and as 
well as her Baby and Toddler work she helps 
out with the church choir and runs her own 
children’s music groups. 

Music is a great way of touching the soul, 
she believes. ‘Music is a key element in 
engaging with God, whatever age you are. 
It’s a known fact that babies are extremely 
sensitive to music, especially sung by 
someone they know, and for everyone it has 
the ability to touch the emotions and raise 
spiritual awareness. 

‘I can feel the changes in myself when I sing; 
the endorphins kick in and cause a natural 
high, and it’s great to be able to share that, 
particularly with children because they 
haven’t yet got those inhibitions that say, only 
people who are good at it should sing. They 
get so enthusiastic. 

‘Having said that, while two of my children 
are in the church choir, I daren’t join myself as 
they would be so embarrassed if I hit a wrong 
note!’ 

Delighted by the enthusiasm of the weekly 
Baby and Toddler groups, Rachel has since 



For Rachel Shearer, being a Christian is a matter of practicalities. 
Her commitment to helping build up her church's outreach to the 
young families of Abingdon, in South Oxfordshire, is a prime 
example of someone living out their faith, as Sally Jarman reports. 




Rachel Shearer Photo KT Bruce 

Engaging with God 
through music 



looked to encourage whole families to come 
together through the church, with the 
emphasis still on welcoming everyone, but 
introducing a slightly greater connection to 
the church itself. 

Her solution - special one-off events 



marking celebrations such as Christmas, 
Easter and Harvest, taking place in the 
wonderful historic surroundings of St Helen’s. 
The last Christmas party saw more than 100 
people joining in the fun. Each event has been 
different. But all include crafts, a short talk, a 



prayer, lots of music and, very importantly, 
cake. 

Rachel explains: ‘I wanted to do something 
that all members of a family could come to, so 
we deliberately held the events at weekends. 
During the week many Dads are working, but 
when they do come along to the Baby and 
Toddler sessions they say how much they 
enjoy it. At the one-off events we’ve even had 
grandparents. I think the record was six 
adults coming along with one child! 

‘St Helen’s has a wonderful, large, warm, 
welcoming space since its re-ordering, so it’s a 
perfect venue to just absorb however many 
people turn up. 

‘The idea is always that we have various 
activities for everyone to enjoy and, 
importantly, the children can run around 
exploring the church and their carers can 
relax knowing that’s fine. 

‘Again, the Christian element is very softly, 
softly, and the majority of families who come 
along don’t come to church regularly, but 
some do; the Children’s area in church keeps 
having to expand which is great. It’s just good 
for the church to touch so many lives.’ 

Rachel’s latest initiative is First Steps, which 
she has dubbed ‘Sunday School on Mondays’. 

'There's a really lovely phrase 
in the Chorister's Prayer that 
says something like "May 
what we sing with our lips we 
believe in our hearts. Grant 
that what we believe in our 
hearts we may show forth in 
our lives". That's really the 
guiding principle for me.' 



Wanting St Helen’s to offer something for 3- 
5 year olds, who had become too old for the 
Baby and Toddler Group, she devised a short, 
more structured series of sessions with a more 
obviously Christian element, consisting of 
Bible stories, music and play. Their theme 
tune is, appropriately, ‘One more step...’ 

The first trial of five sessions last summer 
was well received and she now has a regular 
core of around 10 families attending. 

With her own three children (aged between 
10 and 18) now off at school, Rachel could be 
forgiven for wanting to move on from 
children’s church. 

But she says she would love to do still more 
if resources (human and financial) would 
allow. 

‘My own experience of church as a child 
was a small village church in Scotland, with 
no activities at all, and pretty much no other 
children. No special provision was made for 
us. 

‘The experience of my own children has 
been much different. We don’t talk about God 
all the time at home, but they have been 
absorbed into church life in a way that has 
kept them interested and attending, from 
children’s church to the choir. 

‘I think it’s so important for churches to 
really engage with families, whether purely as 
outreach, or more deeply for those who 
attend regularly, and if I can help with it in 
some way I’m happy to. 

‘There’s a really lovely phrase in The 
Chorister’s Prayer that says something like 
“May what we sing with our lips we believe in 
our hearts. Grant that what we believe in our 
hearts we may show forth in our lives”. That’s 
really the guiding principle for me.’ 
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Roper Penberthy 

Book 

of the 



Month 




Beautiful Gift Combination , 
Book and CD from the 
Maranatha Community 

Special offer price £15 plus £2.50 p&p 
Encounter with God 

A beautiful hardback book in colour 
throughout with prayers, meditations and 
scriptures accompanied by beautiful 
pictures. Written by Denis Wrigley, co- 
founder of the interdenominational 
Maranatha Community, to draw you deeper 
into the presence of the Lord. Foreword by 
Lord David Alton. 

Size: A4 landscape, 64pp colour throughout. 

Shalom CD 

Meditative words and music centred around 
the inspirational ‘Shalom’ prayer, inviting 
you to a deeper consecration to God. 

Maranatha is a nationwide, 
interdenominational fellowship, founded 25 
years ago, well known for its work in 
reconciliation and prayer. 

To order your copy go to: 
www.roperpenberthy.co.uk or return the 
coupon below, with a cheque for £17.50 
made payable to ‘Roper Penberthy 
Publishing Ltd’, to Roper Penberthy 
Publishing Ltd, 19 Egerton Place, 
Wey bridge, Surrey KT13 OPF. 

Please send me a copy of Encounter with God 
and the Shalom CD. 

I enclose a cheque for £17.50 

Mr/ Mrs/ Miss/ Dr/ Rev: 

Name: 

Address 1: 

Address 2: 

Town: 

County: 

Post Code: 

Contact Tel No: 

Email (optional): 

Offer Code: CV0508TD 

Alternatively telephone on: 01302 367868 
& quote offer code CV0508TD 



People & places 




CELEBRATE the presence of God through 
worship and art (including The Menorah 
sculpture above) in Dorchester Abbey. The first 
in a series of evenings focusing on 'quiet 
spaces' is on 9 May from 8.30-10pm. Entry is 
free but donations are welcomed to sustain the 
project. The second session is on Friday 20 
June. 

As well as The Menorah, by artist Carl 
Gabriel, and a new High Altar Frontal by 
Heleyne Jennings, a Labyrinth invites quiet 
contemplation. 



Labyrinth takes school 
children on Easter journey 

CHILDREN of Gorse Ride Junior School, in 
Berkshire, explored the events of Holy Week 
with the aid of a Labyrinth this year. 

Pupils from years four and five followed the 
path of a labyrinth mapped out on their 
school hall floor, as they contemplated the 
journey that Jesus took from Palm Sunday 
through to Easter Sunday. 

A series of zones represented significant 
steps along the way, such as Maundy 
Thursday and the Garden of Gethsemane. In 
each zone they read a passage from the Bible 
as well as completing an activity and 
collecting a bead that would eventually make 
a bracelet to help them remember the journey 
and tell the story to their friends. 

Members of St Mary and St John’s Church 
in the parish of California planned the special 
journey for the school. 

A spokesman said: ‘This is the fourth 
labyrinth we have done with the Gorse Ride 
Schools and it is a privilege to watch the 
children engaging with the activities and 
enjoying learning more about Jesus.’ 



Sad farewell to Rebecca 

AS the Door goes to press this issue the 
editorial team bids a sad farewell to editor 
Rebecca Paveley who is leaving to spend more 
time with her young family and work 
freelance. 

Rebecca took over as editor in 2003 from 
Christine Zwart, having previously worked 
for the Daily Mail. Under her leadership the 
newspaper has gone from strength to strength 
with a lively mix of news from around the 
diocese and coverage of wider Christian 
issues. 

Read Rebecca’s final Editorial on page 7. 



Oxford to Santiago - vicar’s pilgrimage for homeless 




AN Oxfordshire vicar is 
abandoning his church (for a 
while) to help homeless people. 

The Revd Andrew Bunch, of St 
Giles and St Margaret's Church, 
is making the pilgrimage from 
Rocesvalles to Santiago de 
Compestela in Spain - a total of 
465 miles. 

His walk will raise money for 
The Gatehouse in St Michael's 
Street, Oxford, a drop-in cafe for 
homeless and other vulnerable 
people. 

Mr Bur*ch (pictured checking 
his route with volunteer Ann 
Poulter) said of his pilgrimage: 

'This is part of my sabbatical. I was looking at a £5,000 hole in the cafe's funding, year-on-year 
and I thought this would help to close that gap.' He has been already been promised around £2,000 
by schools and churches in North Oxford. 

Gatehouse volunteer Helen Williams said of the centre: 'It's vital for people on the edge of society. 
Without fundraising efforts like Andrew's they wouldn't have anywhere to go. 
To sponsor Mr Bunch email admin@oxfordgatehouse.org or call 01865 792999. 



Voices from Vaxjo 

LINKS between the Dioceses of Oxford and 
Vaxjo in Sweden were boosted in March with 
a visit to Oxfordshire by The Sofia Choir. 

35 singers from two churches in the Sofia 
parish in Jonkoping, in the north of the Vaxjo 
diocese, performed two concerts in Witney 
and Deddington, as well as leading a Swedish- 
style Eucharist in Deddington. 

Parishioners in the village say that as well as 
an insight into the Church of Sweden, the visit 
has inspired them to take their Swedish links 
further. 



Popular classics in aid of PACT 

ENJOY a summer’s evening of classical music, 
in aid of Parents and Children Together 
(PACT), for just £8 per person. 

The Radcliffe Orchestra, made up of full- 
time medics, will delight audiences with a 
programme of popular classical music on 
Saturday 7 June at the Tingewick Concert 
Hall, John Radcliffe Hospital, followed by 
refreshments and a chance to meet the 
musicians. 

For details or tickets call 0118 938 7600 or 
see www.pactcharity.org 




■column 



1 
1 
1 
l 

i SATURDAY 3 May sees the official | 
I inauguration of the five 1.3mw wind § 
I turbines at Watchfield Farm in the Vale of | 
1 White Horse deanery. I 

I Their £8.1 million cost has been met by 1 
i members of the Westmill Co-op. The 31 1 
^ metre blades are producing electricity for 
1 2500 average homes, and are expected to 
j work for 70% of the time for about 20 
years. Blades, gearbox and generator can J 
J then be replaced or refurbished. 

At the opening Jonathon Porritt will | 
I address his fellow members of the Co-op. | 
I Local people are welcome at a public open § 
I day on Sunday 4 May. I 

1 The owner of Watchfield Farm initiated I 
i the project to which there has been local I 
i opposition, but what are the alternatives if i 
^ electricity consumption is not to be * 
: drastically cut? 

The right to use water will soon follow 

* carbon emissions and become a „ 

J commodity for which industry will have to | 
i pay. Wind generation requires just five | 
I litres of water to provide five megawatts, | 
I the average amount consumed by a | 
1 household per year. Coal requires 10,000 i 
1 litres, while nuclear needs 12,500, to 1 
i produce the same amount of power. 

* Ruach, the Hebrew word for wind and • 

^ Spirit, is a God-given power whose use J 
5 Christians should surely welcome. J 



Canon Christopher Hall 



Festival fun promised at 
South Newington 

CATCH a glimpse of village life at the 
South Newington Festival 2008, from 6-8 
June. 

The festival, in the church of St Peter ad 
Vincula and around the Oxfordshire village 
offers music, poetry, an exhibition and a 
symposium. 

Among attractions in a packed 
programme are open gardens, children's 
events, stalls, village tours and a video 
chronicling the last 12 months of life in the 
community. 

Entertainment in the church will include 
poetry readings, hand bell ringing, jazz 
music; a concert 'Evening of Summer 
Music', and a symposium on the wall 
paintings with a panel of three experts. 

For details or tickets to the events 
contact Festival chairman, Anthony 
Fletcher, on 01295 720717, email 
afletcherl@btinternet.com 



A view from St Paul's Cathedral 

A FORMER pupil of Dr Challoner's High 
School, Little Chalfont, and resident of 
Chalfont St Peter, was the guest speaker 
for the 20th Millenium Lecture at St 
Michael's Church, Amersham on the Hill in 
April. 

The lecture by the Revd Lucy Winkett, 
now Canon Precentor of St Paul's 
Cathedral, focused on the place of faith in 
education. 

Canon Winkett argued that, where 
religion is increasingly marginal, a faith 
based education has much to offer, drawing 
out 'the hero in children, that develops in 
them a sense of adventure, cultural 
curiosity and a capacity to delight in 
living'. 
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Comment and letters 

Recycling candles; thanks for Easter Ingredients! 



® Comment 

iCB |M 

BY THE EDITOR 



Thanks for the 
awesome 
journey 

The Door has trod the path perilous for 
quite some time now. Some readers may 
be aware that we have undertaken a 
market research operation to ask people 
what they value about the Door; whether 
you thought it was time for change and, if 
so, what needed to change. Hearteningly 
(for me anyway, having edited the paper 
for nearly five years) the response was 
overwhelmingly positive. Yes, a few things 
could do with a fresh look but by and 
large most of our regular readers like it 
and know what the purpose of the paper 
is - to, in our huge diocese, create a sense 
of community and cohesion. If that is our 
lodestar, then we seem to be doing ok. 

Sadly, that isn’t the be all and end all as 
inevitably money plays a key part in 
deciding the paper’s future, and the Door 
has long been a target for those who want 
to make savings. As I write, its future is 
still uncertain: a meeting by the great and 
good on Bishop’s Council this month will 
decide the way forward. But in the 
meantime, from me, a thank you to those 
who have long supported and distributed 
this paper, to all who took part in our focus 
groups, to the clergy who dutifully filled in 
web questionnaires... and an extra big 
thank you to the person who told our 
market researchers that the Door had a 
‘friendly and independent voice’. For an 
outgoing editor, that felt like a very warm 
pat on the back! 

Editing the Door has been a 
tremendous privilege. I came here from 
the Daily Mail thinking I knew pretty 
much all there was to know about 
journalism, thank you very much. But 
then I started interviewing and meeting 
and writing about the people of this 
diocese, and realised I still had a lot to 
learn (and not just about the correct 
style of address when referring to a Revd 
or a Bishop!) 

I may have previously interviewed 
Secretaries of State and the odd Prime 
Minister, but no interview has had as 
great an impact on me as that I had with 
Michael Wenham (who also writes on 
page 10 of this issue). The two hours I 
spent talking with him were enormously 
enjoyable and inspiring. And from our 
regular columnist David Winter I have 
learnt about all that is good in 
religious journalism. 

But thank you most of all to those who 
have helped fill the pages of this paper 
10 times a year, with the innovative, the 
inspiring and the sometimes just plain 
heartening stories of life in our diocese. 

One of our market researchers came 
back fired up and moved by the focus 
groups he ran; he was amazed by what 
he described as the enormous courage 
and innovation of Christians in our 
churches on the ground, many of whom 
are working and living in difficult places, 
often meeting with little enouragement. 
He described it as awesome. He’s 
absolutely right. And I hope The Door 
may continue a little while longer to pay 
testament to it. 



Easter Ingredients Campaign 

I’d like to congratulate whoever in Diocesan 
Church House conceived the idea of 
producing this year’s Easter Ingredients 
leaflet on Hot Cross Buns - it was a really 
interesting, eye-catching and well laid-out 
leaflet on good quality material. For many 
years Churches Together in North Oxford 
has organised an open-air service in the 
Summertown shopping area. This year we 
took the opportunity to be a little more pro- 
active and ordered 200 of the leaflets, bought 
200 (non-supermarket) Hot Cross Buns and 
during the open-air service offered them to 
those passing-by on either side of the 
Banbury Road. The outcome: initial 
bafflement bordering on nervousness at being 
offered something for nothing, great interest 
in the leaflet itself and, for some, led to them 
stopping to listen to the service conducted by 
Guy Wilkinson. So, well done and please 
don’t make it a one-off. 

Ann Stedman, 

Oxford 



Holy Smoke - the ultimate in recycling 

Some years ago, when I was churchwarden 
at St Mary the Virgin, Henley-on-Thames, 
we decided to have a ‘blitz’ and clear out all 
those corners of our church where boxes 
containing unwanted items had been lurking 
for far too long. The space, we decided, was 
probably more valuable than the items. So 
we hired a large skip for 24 hours, put a 
notice on it requesting that the public could 
take anything from it which took their fancy, 
but please NOT to fill it with their own 
unwanted junk, and set about our task. 

Away went broken and uncomfortable 



chairs, boxes of tatty and out-of-date hymn 
books, dressing-up clothes and props from 
various thespian productions long forgotten, 
unwanted leftovers from fund-raising sales, 
etc. A leather-cover stool with horsehair 
pouring out of every orifice was rapidly 
claimed by a bounty hunter, whose 
contribution almost paid for the hire of the 
skip! And then, there were all those plastic 
bags containing spent candle ends, trimmed 
wax and a good number of broken candles 
which had been hardly used. All that good 
quality wax... it got me thinking. It seemed 
such a wicked 
waste. Surely I 
could do something 
with it. So a 
rescued a bagful 
and started 
experimenting. 

I won’t pretend 
that it has been all 
plain sailing, but with a few hiccups along the 
way I have perfected a method of converting 
every scrap of that wax into useful saleable 
candles, in a variety of sizes and colours. 
These sell well in the run-up to Christmas, 
making acceptable and affordable presents. 
Several charities, including the Air 
Ambulance and Sue Ryder Care, have 
received donations as a result, and so has the 
church. 

Our own church uses very few candles 
nowadays, but my friends from other 
churches in the deanery (where more are 
used) collect the ends for me, and my main 
source is Salisbury Cathedral. From there, I 
receive several full sacks a year. 

I can only make as many candles as there 



is raw material to melt, so if anyone has 
candle waste to dispose of, I would be 
delighted to hear from you and would come 
to collect. My telephone number is 01491 
575 490. 

Ginny Batchelor-Smith 

Henley 



Prayer Book register 

I wonder whether readers could help us 
record traditions which date back many 
hundreds of years. 

The Prayer Book Society is a national 
charity which promotes the 1662 Book of 
Common Prayer, the basis of the Anglican 
faith around the world. 

We need help to complete a unique website 
directory which lists churches, up and down 
the country, still using the old services. 

This will be the most comprehensive and 
up-to-date register of prayer book services 
and means we will be able to provide a 
reliable and meaningful database. 

To add details of a church service, simply 
go to www.pbs.org.uk and click on Churches 
and Services. 

Once finished, it will be possible to search 
by diocese, city or town, or to find a 
particular service such as the much neglected 
morning prayer, or Matins. 

Prudence M Dailey 

Chairman, Prayer Book Society 

Competition Winners 
Miss W Cornish, Cumnor; Mrs C Harvey, 
Henley-on-Thames; Mrs Daphne Renshaw, 
Newbury; Mrs J M Thomason, Wokingham 
and Mr James Colman, Clifton Hampden have 
won a copy of David Winter’s ‘Espresso 
Prayers’ published by Lion. 




The gift of unity 



Acts 2 v- 4 'All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages as the Spirit gave them ability 7 

Many of us will have enjoyed foreign travel; 
some of us will have been bold enough to 
venture on our own and forgo the security of 
the organised tour. It can be wonderfully 
exciting - an opportunity to immerse oneself 
in the culture of another people. But trying to 
book a hotel room with the aid of a less than 
perfect phrase book, or understand the 
explanation of the car mechanic as to why 
your car won’t go - it is at times like this that 
we may wish we enjoyed the gift of the 
apostles that first Pentecost. Trying to express 
our self in another language can be 
frustrating - how easier if we all spoke the 
same language. 

There is a story in Genesis which seeks to 
explain this division - men and women built 
a tall tower in the plain of Shinar, attempting 
to reach the heavens and, by implication, to 
be like God. As a result of this act, God 
scattered the peoples at Babel; they all spoke 



different languages, now divided and 
separated from each other and from God. 
This is a story that would have been known 
to Luke and in the outpouring of the Spirit 
that first Pentecost, the unity, lost at Babel, is 
now restored. This is surely the point of this 
story - unity - God’s gift to men and women 
and the truth which underlies the apostles’ 

This story is so much more than 
the ability of the apostles to 
express themselves in different 
languages 



ability to speak in different languages. A cynic 
might remark that the Jews present in 
Jerusalem for the festival would probably all 
have spoken some form of Greek, but, again, 
this is to miss the point of the story. This story 
is so much more than the ability of the 
apostles to express themselves in different 



languages. It is nothing less than a revelation 
of the nature of the Holy Spirit. The fruit of 
the Spirit is manifold - love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self control as Paul reminds his 
friends in Galatia. To these fruits Luke would 
add sharing - sharing the good news with all 
around, and unity - unity between God and 
men and women. 

This is the unity which comes through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus; sin has been 
defeated and we have the possibility of new 
life, new beginnings. As we celebrate the 
outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost, perhaps 
we can reflect on how we show God’s gift of 
unity in our own lives. Unity is not uniformity 
- that quality is left to best dairy butter - it 
does not mean being all the same. But it does 
mean accepting each other in love and 
humility by seeking to express our unity as 
brothers and sisters in Christ, redeemed by 
his love and empowered by the Spirit. 

The Revd Derek Spears is vicar of Earley St 
Peters , Berkshire. 



Comings and Goings 

Revd David Allsop, Priest in Charge, Chenies & Little Chalfont, Latimer & Flaunden to be Rector of the same; Revd Huw Davies, Priest in 
Charge, Chesham Bois to be Rector of the same; Revd Philip Davies, Priest in Charge, Olney to be Associate Priest in Charge of Banbury-St- 
Hugh, Banbury Group Ministry; Revd Diana Glover, Priest in Charge, Amersham on the Hill to be Vicar of the same; Revd Will Hazlewood, 
Priest in Charge, St Margaret's, Iver Heath to be Rector of the same; Revd Elizabeth Moxley, Assistant Curate, Aston Clinton with Buckland & 
Drayton Beauchamp to be Rector of the same; Revd Richard Neill, Vicar, Winkfield with Cranbourne to be Vicar of Wedmore with Theale and 
Blackford in the Diocese of Baths & Wells; Revd John Race, Associate Priest of Haddenham with Cuddington, Kingsey & Aston Sandford is 
given permission to officiate; Revd Canon John Ratings is given permission to officiate; Revd Tim Stacey, Priest in Charge, Chalfont St Giles to 
be Rector of the same; Revd David Scurr, Associate Vicar, Thatcham Team Ministry to be Priest in Charge of Farndon and Coddington in the 
Diocese of Chester; Revd John Wigram, Assistant Curate, Holy Trinity, Hazlemere to be Rector of the Hambledon Valley Group of Churches. 
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Advertising Feature 

A Christian education offers a 
firm foundation for the future 



April is a time with the focus on education for a wide range of ages. For many 
children at school GCSE 'O' and 'A' levels will be the main focus of the day. A 
busy schedule of examinations and late brush up revision for the next 
examinations. It can be a very stressful and yet exciting time. In many ways the 
pupils response to the examinations will reflect the education and learning that has 
taken place in the years of education running up to it. Has the tuition given them a 
confidence in themselves and their understanding of the subject in hand? These 
examinations can mean so much to the future path in life that the pupil will travel 
and those who have are more assured in what they are doing are almost certainly 
going to stand a better chance. 'O' level students will be looking for a range of 
subjects that will give them the opportunity to move onto 'A' levels or further 
education, some may already be looking to full time work or an apprenticeship. For 
those taking 'A' levels the aim will be to reach agreed levels in order to go on to the 
university of their choice. It will certainly be a time of change, even for those 
remaining in the same school for their 6th form years. 

There will also be students who will not be making a big move at the end of this 
academic year, but that does not mean that change will not be on their minds. 
Parents with children in junior schools will be looking for a suitable secondary 
school for their children starting in September 2009. Some older pupils together 
with their parents will be looking at the choice offered by universities and 
specialists colleges in order to plan ahead, some may even be taking a gap year 
before moving on. As well as the investment in time and effort, education does not 
come without expense. There will be funding to look at, possible travel costs and so 
much more. All important choices, all worthy of discussion and prayer. 

Deciding on a school for your children is a tremendously important choice. In 
many cases a child’s primary and secondary education can have repercussions 
throughout life. With growing concerns surrounding much of education in Britain 
today, it should come as little surprise that Christian schools maintain their 
popularity with parents, providing a strong spiritual and moral basis in all that they 
do. The more disciplined style of education seems to bear fruit and their academic 
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results continue to impress and in many cases improve. Some schools are linked to 
the church itself, with many excellent church schools offering a brilliant start to a 
lifetime spent in music, but with a full academic back up as well. 

Christian schools continue to be popular and are approached by parents from 
across the denominations, as well as other faiths, who wish to ensure that their 
children can enjoy a start to life based on a firm foundation. 

Christian Schools, therefore, often have waiting lists or entrance examinations to 
help them maintain their standards of excellence, or offer open days for parents 
and prospective pupils to look around at what is on offer. 

It’s a very similar story with further education with decisions about University or 
College choices for September 08 having already been made. 

Deciding on full time education is a tremendously important choice. In many cases 
the subject chosen can have repercussions throughout life, forming for many 
students the foundations of a lifetime’s career. For a Christian of any age the choice 
of a theological, secular or social subject is likely to be emphasised as it will effect 
the student’s chosen path in the future. 

There has been a lot of emphasis in recent years on what is seen as 'Lifetime 
learning'. Whilst we certainly make a real base for our lives at school and possibly 
university, the workplace is full of change. Whether its working methods or new 
software it seems that there is always something new to get our heads around. The 
idea of working for a single company or organisation for a lifetime seems to be on 
the way out and with it the necessity to necessarily stick to a single chosen career. 
These changes bring opportunities and the need for ongoing education. 

Add to this the opportunities to take degrees to MA's or event working for a degree 
as a mature student, opportunities for education seem endless or at least much 
broader than they did before. 

Local colleges and schools will be offering all sorts of courses in computing if you 
feel you need to catch up with current trends. There are more than likely a wide 
range of part time or evening courses on various subjects such as writing, painting, 
flower arranging and foreign languages. What's available will depend on where you 
live, so check with your local college on what's available. Look through the pages 
of this newspaper for specific Christian courses or surf the web and see what it 
brings up. 




What would it take 
for your child to 

flourish ? 

Some parents know that their child could succeed but 
are frustrated that he or she is making slow progress. 

It might be because they: 

• are going unnoticed in a large school 

• have a learning difficulty such as dyslexia 

• are struggling with difficult issues at home 

• seem to be developing later than their friends 

• lack confidence 
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Kingham Hill School, Kingham, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, 0X7 6TH 
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Kingham Hill is as keen as any school 
to accommodate the most able 
students, and do it well. However, it 
revels in working with the average 
ability student, helping them to 
exceed expectations. There is 
something very satisfying about 
enabling a 'C grade student gain 'B' 
grades, helping a second fifteen player 
make the first fifteen rugby squad and 
finding a place in the musical for the 
grade 3 clarinettist. 

As a matter of principle Kingham 
Hill is not academically selective. On 
assessment days and at interview the 
Headmaster and his team are looking 
to identify students who will flourish if 
offered timely affirmation, appropriate 
challenge and, sometimes, tender 
loving care. Many students surprise 
their parents, and more importantly, 
themselves, by what they achieve. 

Securing this kind of success is 
hard work. It takes skill and dedication. 
It can only be found where the right 
values and ethos thrive. Drawing on 
1 20 years of Christian commitment 
and outstanding pastoral care, 
Kingham Hill has a remarkable track 
record in helping students exceed 
all expectations. 
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Feature 



Help on the 
inward journey 

More and more people - lay people and clergy - are turning towards 
spiritual directors to help them on their faith journeys. Sally Jarman 
spoke to one spiritual director to find out why and, below, parishioner 
Jane Sigrist talks about why she signed up for some direction. 



WHILE some people today seek life-coaching 
for help with their work/life balance, for many 
others the urge to reassess their lives takes an 
altogether more inward turn. 

Perhaps it’s no surprise then that over the last 
few years the number of people in the Oxford 
Diocese seeking ‘spiritual direction’, like Jane 
(below), has tripled. 

Spiritual Direction is ‘one person 
facilitating another in becoming aware of 
their experience of God, and accompanying 
them as they experience God through the 
concrete circumstances of their lives’. You 
might call it a sort of life-coaching for the 

'For me the greatest privilege 
and overwhelming wonder of 
the job is to be attuned to what 
God is saying, and to watch 
Him at work 7 
Ruth Tray nor 



soul. 

Ordinands and licensed lay readers have 
long been encouraged to seek spiritual 
direction, but demand has widened to 
encompass people at all stages of their 



spiritual journey. 

In Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Berkshire, trained Directors are drawn 
together in an ecumenical network called SPI- 
DIR which seeks to promote, support and 
resource those involved in such ministry. 

Ruth Traynor, in Buckinghamshire, trained 
with the diocese three years ago, after 
realising an increasing awareness of her 
‘gifting’ for listening and drawing alongside 
people. 

She says: ‘I initially signed up to do a 
secular counselling course, but all the while, at 
the back of my mind I didn’t know how I 
could approach someone’s struggles without 
bringing God into it. My history is such that I 
don’t remember a time when I wasn’t a 
Christian. I grew up with a faith and it is an 
integral part of who I am. 

‘As always, God stepped in. The course was 
cancelled and at the same time I heard about 
the Spiritual Direction courses run by Canon 
Barbara Doubtfire. As well as answering my 
dilemma, I found it also fitted in with my 
feelings of being drawn to a more 
contemplative style in my own faith.’ 

To help people grow in their personal 
relationship with God, Spiritual Directors are 
trained to develop a variety of contemplative 
and discernment skills. 




Ruth says that while directors will vary in 
their approach, all are trained to listen in a 
non-judgemental and accepting way, meeting 
people wherever they are in their relationship 
with God, and being aware of God’s presence 
during sessions. They can help explore and 
unpack the feelings of an individual as they 
experience movement towards and away from 
God in the exploration of the developing 
relationship: 

She says: ‘In a way I’ve always thought the 
word “direction” is a misnoma as we don’t 
direct or provide answers, God does. We are 
there to help facilitate that for people. For me 
the greatest privilege and overwhelming 
wonder of the job is to be attuned to what 
God is saying, and to watch Him at work. To 
see the light dawn for people as we travel 
together on their spiritual journey in whatever 
way suits them. 

‘Some people like to talk, others to spend 
time in silence, and we will, at some point, 
pray. But what I think is perhaps the most 
important aspect of the sessions is that it is 



dedicated time, especially for that person, to 
concentrate on their journey inwards towards 
God. Time is a rare commodity in most 
people’s lives.’ 

Sessions with Spiritual Directors vary from 
every few weeks to twice a year, and length of 
the sessions varies according to need. 

Finding the right Spiritual Director is 
important, Ruth says, as you need to feel 
comfortable with such a personal and 
confidential relationship. 

The Oxford Diocese website’s information 
on the ecumenical Spiritual Direction 
Network, SPI-DIR, advises ‘It is important to 
pray about it, take your time and ask advice.’ 
Personal recommendation is one way, or you 
could seek the advice of your parish priest.’ 

A list of trained Directors is available from 
the STEM office on 01865 208252, or email 
spidir@oxford.anglican.org 

The website www.oxford.anglican.org also 
carries information for anyone interested in 
training as a Spiritual Director, as Ruth did. 



‘Where is God in all this?’ 



bv Jane Sigrist 

WITH our silver wedding looming and 
youngest fledgling due to fly the nest, 
husband Martin and I have been wondering 
what shape the future might be. For Martin, 
a keen cyclist, it is lycra shaped. Myself? As 
middle-aged spread 
threatens and I've 
begun to look at 
the ‘secret- 
support’ section 
of Marks and 
Spencer with a 




thoughtfulness, my faith, too, has been 
thoroughly stretched and changed. Over 
recent years, use of spiritual direction has 
proved a valuable means of anchorage. 

According to the Myers-Briggs Type 
Indicator (a personality assessment), I’m an 
‘introvert’. That is, I tend to draw my 

'Paradoxically, as I feel less 
need to dot all the i 7 s and cross 
the t 7 s my faith appears much 
stronger than it used to be 7 



energies from an inner world of images and 
ideas. Left to my own devices I’d rarely 
venture out into the fresh air! In fact, it was 
somebody at an MBTI course who first 
suggested spiritual direction. Should this 
evoke visions of Monty Python’s ‘Spanish 
Inquisition’ sketch, relax. Spiritual directors 
don’t bite. They certainly won’t tell you 
‘what to do’. Nor do you have to be of 
Archbishop of Canterbury calibre to use one! 
One good definition is of ‘two people sitting 



down together in an attitude of prayer to try 
to discern where the Holy Spirit is directing’. 

Spiritual direction also provides a focus 
and a detached viewpoint within which I can 
reflect on life’s ups and downs - not only the 
‘churchy’ bits - and consider the classic 
question: ‘Where do you think God is in 
this?’ To which I usually give that equally 
profound answer: ‘Ummm?’ I particularly 
value the ‘safe space,’ - enabling me to 
sometimes raise issues that I'd hesitate to 
mention nearer home. Once voiced, these 
often diminish in urgency and intensity, as I 
try to look at them from differing 
perspectives and ponder how God may be 
working through them. He can, and often 
does - work outside of my personal comfort 
zones. He even has a sense of humour, I’ve 
discovered! 

Interestingly I’ve learned that God can 
speak into the everyday as much through the 
‘still, small voice’ as through the ‘earthquake, 
wind and fire’. For someone whose middle 
name is ‘Worry’ and who struggles to 
balance ‘Mary’ and ‘Martha’, just being - 
silent prayer, retreats, quiet days or simply 
pausing for a few moments - is vital. Not 
self-centred; simply strengthening the 



foundation from which I can reach out to 
others. 

For some years I’ve been on a distance 
learning Christian studies course. More 
recently, I’ve begun to explore membership 
of the Franciscan Third Order. Both these 
have added to the ‘lycra effect,’ and my 
director has been there for me as my spiritual 
‘underpinnings’ have undergone yet more 
change. Paradoxically, as I feel less need to 
dot all the i’s and cross the t’s my faith 
appears much stronger than it used to be. 
I’m sure that spiritual direction has helped 
with this. I would recommend it. 

Jane Sigrist is a member of St Nicolas' 

Church, Newbury 

Book giveaway 

The Door has five copies of Spiritual Direction 
for Every Christian by Gordon Jeff to give 
away. It argues that spiritual direction can 
benefit every Christian. For a chance to win a 
copy, send your name and address to The Door 
book giveaway, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 ONB by May 12. 
Winners will be drawn at random after that 
date. 
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HE debate over the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill, currently going through 
Parliament, has focussed attention on the Christian response to the legislation. The Catholic 
Church in particular has been vociferous in its opposition. Rebecca Paveley asked Michael 
Wenham, a vicar in the diocese who is suffering from Motor Neurone Disease - one of the 
diseases to which scientists hope they may find a cure through the research - to set out his views 
on the Bill. He is joined by the former Bishop of Oxford, Richard Harries, a member of the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority, who explains why he backs the scientists. 



MICHAEL WENHAM 

A hard question 

On 1 April this year, scientists from Newcastle 
University, the home of Dolly the cloned 
sheep, announced that they had produced a 
hybrid ‘animal-human’ embryo. But this was 
no April Fool’s joke. For people with a 
terminal illness, it spelled the promise of 
accelerated progress in finding a cure. For 
people who believe that creating life is God’s 
prerogative, it presented a problem. So what 
is it: promise or problem? Whatever the 
answer, it’s a matter of life and death. 

Little did I think what I was letting myself 
in for, when I agreed to the editor’s request for 
an article on embryo stem-cell research which 
is such a hot topic at the moment, with the 
Human Fertilization on Embryology Bill to be 
debated in Parliament this month. However, 
she’d done a very nice piece about my having 
MND a few months ago, and I owed her one! 

Moreover I thought I had it basically sorted 
out: ‘To my untutored ear, the very idea of 
such (animal/human) hybrids sounds bizarre 
and creating even the very first seeds of life 
with intention of destroying them seems 
perverse,’ I had written last year in my 
forthcoming book ‘My Donkeybody’ (to be 
published by Monarch in October 2008). 
Simple! 

Many hours and many thousands of words 
of print later, I’m not so sure! I am not a 
scientist; neither am I an ethicist. So, this is 
going to be just the view of a Christian 
struggling with illness and with my faith. My 
only qualification is that I’m an interested 
party! 

The bill before Parliament is, as its title 
suggests, something of a catch-all measure. The 
official listing summarises it: ‘The Bill provides 
revised and updated legislation for assisted 
reproduction and changes to the regulation and 
licensing of the use of embryos in research and 
therapy’, and adds, ‘Amendments to abortion 
law are likely to be introduced during the 
passage of this Bill.’ 

Among the issues addressed are human 
embryo research, therapeutic cloning, admixed 
embryos, saviour siblings, pre-implantation 
genetic diagnosis, fatherless babies and more. 

Of these, probably the one to have hit the 
headlines most is the animal/human hybrid 
embryo, with its 




‘Frankenstein’ tag. It certainly sounds 
monstrous, but as scientists point out its end- 
point isn’t a cow’s head on a human body. A 
human nucleus is transplanted into a hollowed 
out animal egg, resulting in ‘99.9 per cent’ 
human DNA in an embryo from which stem 
cells can be extracted for research. There’s a 14 
day time limit on the life-span of such an 
embryo and a ban on implanting one into a 
human or animal womb. 

Hopes for stem cell research 

Stem cell research is the main hope for 
understanding and treating the ‘lost causes of 
modern medicine’ (Dr Willy Lensch), diseases 
such as Huntington’s, Alzheimer’s, Type 1 
Diabetes, Parkinson’s, Muscular Dystrophy, 
Motor Neurone Disease, MS and many more. 
There’s hope, for example, of a treatment for 
dry macular degeneration. Curing such 
diseases is the holy grail quest of medical 
research. That may well be the reason why 

We may see a world free of 'the 
lost cause' diseases. I believe we 
shall. But we will never make a 
world free of death. What matters 
even more is that we place an 
infinite value on human life. 



scientists are so passionate to keep every route 
open to discovering it. 

‘Future research into MND will rely upon 
the technology developed to create human- 
animal embryos, as a source of stem cells.’ 
When the draft of the Bill was approved by a 
Parliamentary committee last summer, the 
MND Association’s research manager, Dr 
Belinda Cupid was delighted. ‘We hope that 
progress in this area will not be further delayed 
and that MND researchers can now work 
towards the Association’s vision of a world 
free of MND.’ 

Her job is to advocate the interests of those 
facing a frightening condition. Hers is a typical 
voice among the scientific community and the 
patients’ groups, and it is a voice of care. A 
more unexpected defender of the Bill is Sir 
Leszek Borysiewicz, chief executive of the 
Medical Research Council, described in The 
Times as ‘the senior Roman Catholic scientist 
in Britain’. ‘His conscience told him it was 
right to support research that promised 
therapies for such devastating diseases such as 
Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s, and thus to ease 
human suffering’ (Times, 29 March 2008). 
Make no mistake about it, the motivation of 
the researchers includes genuine compassion. 

Reservations and opposition 

So why do Christians and members of other 
faiths often oppose it so vigorously? Was 
Cardinal O’Brien right in his Easter sermon, 
when he said, ‘It is difficult to imagine a single 
piece of legislation which, more 
comprehensively, attacks the sanctity and 
dignity of human life than this particular Bill’? 
From the evangelical wing, the Christian Legal 
Centre agrees, ‘The creation of animal-human 
hybrids is an attack on the innate dignity of 
what it means to be human.’ Although the C 

of E’s Mission and Public Affairs Council 
cautiously accepts hybrid embryos for 



research (CofE website), bishops such as 
Lichfield, ‘Embryos are potential human 
beings’, and Durham, who sees it as emerging 
from a 1984-style atheist utopianism, are less 
equivocal. ‘The irony is that this secular 
utopianism is based on a belief in an 
unstoppable human ability to make a better 
world, while at the same time it believes that 
we have the right to kill unborn children and 
surplus old people, and to play games with the 
humanity of those in between’ (Tom Wright). 

Some core issues 

Archbishop Sentamu said of the proposed 
removal of a child’s need for a father (eg for a 
lesbian couple or a single mother), ‘There is an 
unpleasant seam of rampant individualism at 
the heart of this bill, rooted in a consumerist 
mentality, where the science that allows 
something to happen is transformed into the 
right to have it.’ And that, it seems to me, is 
one of the underlying tenets of the proponents: 
‘If we can, let’s do it.’ Believers are right to 
question that tenet. 

I think we are also right to question the status 
of embryos. Are they just a collection of cells on 
a dish? Or are they human life in embryo? I 
can’t help thinking that our society wants to 
have it both ways. One missed period brings 
hope when a baby has been longed for. Perhaps 
two or three weeks old, there’s joy because the 
mother is ‘with child’. But if the baby’s not 
wanted, another 20 weeks can go by before it 
has a right to life. What doublethink! 

We need to face the hard fact that belief in 
the real God is radical and counter-cultural. 
We do not take account only of utilitarian 
considerations: what benefit or harm can I 
measure from this action? We have to go back 
and ask what are the principles which God has 
put into his creation, not only physical, but 
also moral. Here we don’t have common 
ground with atheists, but if we’re right about 
God and discern the principles correctly we 
can be sure that following them will be the 
greatest good. 

A hopeful answer 

There are signs that creating embryos for 
research may not be the only (or even the best) 
way. Scientists understandably want to keep 
all possible options open, as there is no 
certainty in any technique. However there is a 
route which doesn’t have the moral 
ambiguities of others, creating stem cells from 
skin of patients. These induced pluripotent 
stem (IPS) cells can apparently transform into 
any of the body’s cells. It was reported that 
Professor Ian Wilmut, the scientist who 
created Dolly the sheep, had decided to 
abandon therapeutic cloning in favour of this 
new technique. Personally, I hope that this 
will prove to be the road to cures for many 
diseases like mine. I find, after all, that I come 
to the same conclusion as I had before. It is an 
irony that in our anxiety to prolong our lives we 
hold life itself cheap. This contradiction makes 
for a precarious endeavour. We may see a world 
free of ‘the lost cause’ diseases. I believe we 
shall. But we will never make a world free of 
death. What matters even more is that we place 
an infinite value on human life. We cannot 
afford to abuse that life, especially when it is 
most vulnerable. ‘The Lord gives, and the Lord 
takes away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.’ 
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Embryonic stem cells' 



RICHARD HARRIES T ouise Brown is 

now about 30. 

After this first 
child conceived using 
In Vitro Fertilization 
was born the 
government set up a 
commission chaired by 
Mary, now Baroness, 
Warnock to regulate this whole area. Their 
recommendation was that the early embryo 
should be accorded a degree of respect and 
given a legal protection which reflects this. It 
is this fundamental principle which underlies 
all the law on the subject. In short, the early 
embryo does not have the rights of an adult or 
baby. On the other hand, as a potential child, 
it is not just tissue. The 1990 legislation which 
enshrined this position has proved remarkably 
robust. It was supplemented by the 2001/2 
regulations which allows research using 
embryos not just for purposes of improving 
fertility, but for serious diseases as well. These 
pieces of legislation have enabled the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryo Authority to regulate 
all the fertility clinics in the country, both 
private and NHS, as well as all research 
involving embryos. Nevertheless, there have 
since been some highly significant scientific 
advances, and changes in social mores, for 
example the advent of civil partnerships. The 
Act needed to be updated. 

The Roman Catholic position, which is 
shared by many Evangelicals and some 
Anglicans, is that ‘Human life must be 
respected and protected absolutely from the 
moment of conception.’ The implications of 
this view must be fully faced. It means ruling 
out IVF altogether, for this treatment involves 
taking a number of eggs from the woman, 
fertilizing them and implanting in the womb 
the two which are most likely to survive and 
flourish. Those which are not frozen for 
further use, either because the first treatment 
failed, or to produce siblings, are destroyed. 
The implication of the RC view is very serious 
for the large number of women who now need 
fertility treatment. There is also another 



implication of the Catholic position. It rules 
out using Pre-implantation Genetic Diagnosis. 
This involves taking some cells from the 
dividing embryo and testing them for certain 
inherited diseases. This means that a healthy 
rather than diseased embryo can be implanted 
in the womb. It enables children to be born 
without crippling, death dealing diseases like 
Cystic Fibrosis. Do we really want pregnant 
mothers either to seek an abortion later, or bear 
a child who is subject to great suffering when 
they have a real choice to bring into being a 
healthy one? 

Like those who produced the excellent 
reports for the Church of England’s old Board 
for Social Responsibility I take a gradualist 
approach towards the moral status of the 
early embryo and developing foetus. One 
reason is that this gradualist approach is 
reflected in the main tradition of the Western 
Church from fhe fourth to the nineteenth 
centuries. Abortion has always been regarded 
as a serious sin, but for 1500 years the Church 
made a distinction in the penalties depending 

'God has given us brains and 
skills to interact with natural 
processes in order to hone what 
nature does to enhance human 
health and wellbeing 7 



on whether it was an early or late abortion. It 
was only in 1869 that Pope Pius rejected that 
distinction. 

A second consideration is what happens at 
about 14 days after fertilization. At this point 
a dark line can be identified in the developing 
embryo, which is the beginning of the nervous 
system. After this point we have a single 
human individual. Before this we have a tiny 
bundle of multiplying cells, the majority of 
which go to form the placenta and umbilical 
cord and which may result in two or more 
embryos being implanted in the womb. This 
seems a significant moral, as well as scientific, 



boundary. It is this primitive streak which is 
enshrined in law in relation to the 14 day limit 
on what can be done to the embryo. 

Another important factor for me is that we 
now know that more than two thirds of 
fertilized eggs are lost anyway in natural 
conceptions. Nature is prodigal. God has 
given us brains and skills to interact with 
natural processes in order to hone what 
nature does to enhance human health and 
wellbeing. 

There are of course other controversial 
aspects of the new legislation, the need for 
supportive parenting rather than the need for a 
father; hybrids and the technique of PGD with 
tissue typing to produce a child whose tissue 
could be used to provide cells for a sick sibling. 
Space precludes detailed discussion here, but I 
believe that any initial hesitation, when 
thought through, can be overcome. But the 
Bishop’s Bench raised a fair point. Would not 
the so called ‘saviour siblings’ create an 
instrumental approach to human life generally 
which would be thoroughly dangerous? 
Would it not encourage us to use others as a 
means to an end? Before 14 days the early 
embryo is not, in my view, a human individual, 
and therefore what we do at this stage is not 
instrumentalising human beings. But perhaps 
we are on a slippery slope, so that we are 
influenced to treat the later foetus in an 
instrumental way? If we fear a slippery slope, 
then we need something firm to hang onto. We 
have this in the form of the 14 day rule. All 
embryos that have been used in research have 
to be destroyed before that. And we have the 
firm legal rule that no embryo that has been 
so used can be implanted in a woman’s womb. 
So whilst we must continue to watch 
developments carefully, and science is 
advancing all the time, I believe we have 
enough in place to ensure that we do not cross 
important moral boundaries. 

Richard Harries (Lord Harries of 
Pentregarth) is a member of the Human 
Fertility and Embryology Authority and chairs 
their Ethics and Law Advisory Group. A version 
of this article first appeared in the Church 
T imes ( www. churchtimes. co. uk) 




A Celebration 
&l of Healing 

At Methodist Central Hall, 
Westminster 
Saturday 1 7th May 2008 
09.30 - 16.30 



Revd Lyndon Bowring 
Executive Chairman of Care 
Keynote address: 
‘Mind the Gap’ 

- Becoming doers of God’s 
Word in today’s world 



Revd Dr Russ Parker 
Director of Acorn 
International Speaker 
Author of many books 
including 

‘Healing Wounded History’ 



Worship, Teaching, Workshops 
Healing Service 

Ministry from an International Team 

For further details & booking form 
please see our website: 
www.acornchristian.org 
Acorn Christian Healing Foundation 
Tel:0l420 478121 





Staying Close 
to the Good 
Shepherd 



in an Age of Great Challenge - 



FAITHFUL SHEEP 
MINISTRIES 

Peace, Sense and Encouragement 
for Concerned Christians 

Monthly Letter, Weekly Sermons, 
Discipleship Courses, Bible Studies 



Full Details and Samples 
0844 478 0024 
(recorded message) or 
www.fsmins.org.uk 



NOW BOOKING SYRIA, ETHIOPIA, JORDAN! 




WIDER HORIZONS 



Pilgrim Journeys of Encounter 

www.wlder-horizons.org 



Wo after that rapmant a 

meaningful antmmter with poapte, 
ruftum and imb% in the Mictete last, 
Africa and Ada 

2008: Israel/Palestine, Egypt, Syria 
2009: Ethiopia, Jordan, Israel/Palestine 



For full details see our website or contact 



Wkter Harigam* The Rectory* 1 Ryan 
Andover* Hampshire SPf 0 406 

Tel: 01264 357032 
Email: lnfo@wider-horlzons.org 






12 



THE DOOR : MAY 2008 



VACANCIES & 
OPPORTUNITIES 




FILMS ART MUSIC 



With 35,000 copies of the The Door distributed through churches in the 
Oxford Diocese, it makes it a great vehicle to advertise your vacancies in 
local churches. Other Christian and charitable organisations, including 
faith based schools, can also benefit from this targeted readership. 

Care organisations may also feel that The Door is an appropriate place to 
look for staff. 

The Door is one of six Anglican newspapers published through 

Cornerstone Vision. 
We can help take your 
message throughout 
Anglican Diocese in 
the South and East of 
the country. 

The Month, serves the 
Chelmsford Diocese; 
The Wey - Guildford; 
Pompey Chimes - 
Portsmouth; Sarum 
Link - Salisbury and 
Grapevine - Bath and 
Wells. In addition the 
Portsmouth People 
can take your 
message through the 
Roman Catholic 
Diocese of 
Portsmouth. In all we 
print up to 180,000 
papers every month. 
That's an awful lot of 
readers! 

To find out more 
telephone: 01752 
225623 



ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE 
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD 

Part-time Chaplain’s Secretary 

An experienced and capable person is sought 
to provide administrative and secretarial 
assistance to the College Chaplain. 

The post is part-time for twenty hours per 
week during each ten-week term. Salary will 
be on the University’s Grade 3 for support 
staff, currently £15,743 -£19,841 per annum, 
pro-rata to the hours worked. 

Further particulars are available from the 
College website (www.sjc.ox.ac.uk) or on 
application to the College Office 
(college.office@sjc.ox.ac.uk, 
telephone 01865 277318). 

The closing date for applications is midday on 
Friday 2nd May 2008. Please note that 
Emailed and faxed applications will 
not be accepted. 

St. John’s is an equal opportunities employer. 



COLLEGE STUDENT needed to help 
retired educator in Oxford with computer 
problems. (Scanning, e-mail, use of HP 
Officejet All-In-One). Non-regular basis only, 
about twice per month at hours of your choice. 
Will pay £25 per 2 and a half hour sessions. 
Students ONLY please, no professionals. 
Telephone 01865 722087 



DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

Assistant Social Responsibility Adviser 

This is an exciting opportunity for someone with a passion for social 
justice and a commitment to Christian social and political action. The 
postholder will work alongside the Social Responsibility Adviser to 
identify areas of social concern and advise on appropriate interventions 
and actions. 

• 

The successful candidate will have experience of working with social 
issues in a theological, educational or social work environment. S/he 
will have excellent communication and administration skills, be 
comfortable with the Web as a resource for information and action and 
have an ability to engage with people from a wide variety of 
backgrounds. The awareness-raising element of the role requires 
someone with experience of designing and running seminars and 
training events. 

Salary - HEO scale £23,317 to £27,837 per annum (pro rata). 

Hours of work - 20 per week, days to be agreed with the line manager. 
The post holder will be based at Diocesan Church House in North 
Hinksey on the outskirts of Oxford. 

For full details and an application pack please telephone 01865 208200, 
or e mail 

sal ly . wildman @oxford .angl ican .org 

Closing date for receipt of applications is 27 1 * 1 May 2008. Interviews 
will be held on Friday 6^ June 

We are committed to the promotion of equal opportunities for all 



Timely book questions 
‘absolute’ perspectives 



Bv Keith Lamdin 

‘THE Bible says. . .’ is a phase used by 
many in our Churches today across 
the world. This short book by 
Christopher Rowland and Jonathan 
Roberts is a healthy antidote to those 
who long to be told what the Bible 
says or long to do the telling. 

They base their work with an 
agreement with the analogy used by 
Tom Wright in one of his lectures. He 
suggests that living the Christian life is 
like playing a Shakespeare play with a 
final act missing. We have the first 
four acts - Creation, Fall, Israel and 
Jesus, but we have to perform the fifth 
Act based on the texts of the first four 
acts and together relying on the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 

They part company with Wright 
when they get to the issue of who can 
decide whether the interpretation or 
improvisation is truthful to the 
foundational texts of the first four 
Acts, or consistent with the way in 
which God through the Holy Spirit 
has promised to guide the community 
of faith into all truth (John 12.13). 

The argument here is that if there is 
one major theme in the story of Jesus 
it is that he welcomed the poor and 
disadvantaged and challenged the 
dominance of the powerful And if 
there is one major theme in the story 



of the early church it is that the Spirit 
broke open the barriers set by those 
who thought they were in charge. 

This argument is worked out with 
examples on same sex relationships 
and marriage and divorce and 
illustrated from the history of the 
church with sections on Denck, 
Winstanley, Blake, Stringfellow and 
Liberation Theology. 

The emphasis throughout is on the 
use of imagination, the importance of 
context and the questioning of 
absolute perspectives, because 
whatever the truth is we have only 
partially grasped it and live in the 
expectation that the Spirit will surprise 
us. 

This is a courageous and timely 
book. 

Keith Lamdin is director of stewardship, 
training, evangelism and ministry for 
the Diocese of Oxford. 

THE BIBLE FOR 
SINNERS 

CHRISTOPHER 
ROWLAND AND 
JONATHAN ROBERTS 

SPCK 

£10.99 



Not as torn as he thinks 

Bv Phil Hind 

Through interviews, letters and a 
great deal of thinking-out-loud, John 
Humphrys chews that old chestnut: 
the existence or non-existence of God. 

Humphrys, a man not really as torn 
as he thinks he is, can't quite 
understand why he is drawn in a 
particular direction when so many 
influences on life, in particular the 
media world where he resides 
professionally, all pull a different way. 
Perhaps he has a defective gene, or 
has caught a virus from Richard 
Dawkings... or perhaps the 
curmudgeonly inquisitor is really 
seeing God at work. 

He describes himself as a failed 
atheist, but is he really? The title 
suggests some comfort in his 
rejecting the rational but unsatisfying 
advances of a group whose hostility to 
other faiths is hard to fathom. Like an 
annoying itch he finds himself drawn 
back to them, but there is no comfort 
there and, ironically it would seem, no 
conviction. 

Perhaps in truth he is a failing 
agnostic although he would probably 
balk at being a failed candidate in a 
non-campaign. In many ways the 
book is a stream of consciousness; in 
spite of the heavyweight contributors 
it seems slight and, while 
entertaining, offers few new insights. 
But Humphrys is hard not to like and 
his journey is so familiar that one 
can't help hoping it comes to a 
fulfilling conclusion. 

Tn God We Doubt: Confessions of a 
Failed Atheist’ is published by 
Hodder & Stoughton at £18.99 




New Christian girls’ 
magazine a hit in Reading 




A NEW magazine for girls, Caris, has 
been produced by the Church Times. 
Aimed at 11-16 year olds, the 
magazine aims to provide fresh and 
inspiring stories for young teenagers. 

The Door tested the magazine on 
girls from Earley St Peter’s youth 
group. They enjoyed reading at one 



of their sleepovers. Big hits were the 
real life stories and the fashion pages. 

13 year old Grace Rawcliffe said 
she liked a lot about Caris but 
added: ‘What I didn’t like was the 
fact it only comes out four times a 
year. And I’d like to see more of the 
‘big questions’ answered. 



A grandmother of one of the girls, 
who bought the magazine 
subscription as a present for her 
granddaughter for Christmas said the 
magazine was ‘fun, but nice fun’. 

Caris is available on subscription 
from www.carismag.co.uk priced just 
£8 a year ; or less for group orders. 
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From its very beginning the Christian 
church has had a mission to share its 
message of joy and hope, as well as a 
caring mission towards its fellow man. 
Today this tradition continues with 
Christians of all ages joining in with 
various forms of evangelical outreach 
and care for others. 

Opportunities at home and abroad 
There are countless opportunities for 
volunteers of all ages to dedicate time to 
a whole range of practical activities in 
this country as well as oversees. The 
Gap year is becoming more 
commonplace with people in full time 
employment as well as with students. 
Popular destinations include the many 
countries needing help in Africa, South 
America and India, although there is 





The Rev Canon Dr Jane Shaw, 
Chaplain of New College and 
Dean of Divinity, will deliver the 
Eric Symes Abbott Memorial 
Lecture at 5.30 pm on Friday 9 
May, in Keble College Chapel. 
Subject: The Mystical Turn: 
Religious Experience in the 
Modern World. 



Admission free. 
All welcome. 



An elliptical dining table lO’O” by 4’3” veneered in American 
black walnut burr and ice birch, inlaid with boxwood and 
ebony. Offered on behalf of the estate of a private client 
for whom it was made in 1999. View at workshop. 



espoke IFnrmtuire 

For Church and home 
Sympathetic and careful design 
Finely crafted in West Dorset 

Romaic! Emett 

furniture designer and maker 
3 Winford Rural Workshops 
Halstock Leigh, Dorset BA22 9QX 
01935 891033 
ronald@emett.co.uk 



Eric Symes Abbott 
Memorial Lecture 



Advertising Feature 

A TIME FOR MISSION 



much work to be done in the major cities in this country. All 
sorts of skills are required abroad from building to teaching 
as well as farming and preaching. Much of the work done 
today has the aim of making the recipients of the aid more 
self sufficient and better to cope when the helpers return 
home. 

Every little bit helps 

Not all of us have a year to set aside and there are countless 
opportunities where it is possible to offer a few hours a week 
to work locally with the many agencies helping the disabled, 
homeless or elderly. 

Things have changed a little since the days of well meaning 
people setting up a charity to look after a specific cause and 
now with greater involvement at times from local and 
national authorities there do seem to be a few more 
regulations. Things are getting a little more technical and for 
example a 'helping the homeless organisation' is just as likely 
to need someone who can help with computer training just as 
much as someone who makes an amazing soup. With this is 
mind there are all sorts of courses available that you might 
like to attend. Crusade for World Revival has a range of 
courses on the subject of Christian Counselling at Farnham. 

If you are looking for somewhere to offer some time, check 
with your Vicar or other church members first, then there's 
always the local library or citizens advice centre. 

If you find for any reason that you feel there isn't a specific 
opportunity to use your skills just remember that most 
mission organisations will be looking for someone to help 
raise funds and of course your prayer support is vital. 



Be Equipped 
to Help 




Be equipped to help others grow and 
move forward in their lives ... 

Introduction to Biblical 
Counselling 

Mon-Fri: 16-20 June or 11-15 August 
or 17-21 November 

Certificate/Diploma of Christian 
Counselling 

Starting each October and January 
(part-time) 

Introduction to Biblical Coaching 
Tue-Wed 3-4 June 

Full Brochure: www.cwr.org.uk 

T: 01252 784731 E: training@cwr.org.uk 
Waverley Training and Events, CWR, Waverley 
Abbey House, Waverley Lane, Farnham, 

Surrey GU9 8EP 



Waverley 

Tra ining an d Events * 



Come, Holy Spirit! 
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Diploma in Biblical and 
Theological Studies 

An exciting part-time, 2 year course 
introducing students to the main areas 
of biblical & theological study 

• Offered by the Oxford University Department for 
Continuing Education and taught at Wycliffe Hall 

• Lectures on Wednesday evenings 

• No formal academic entry requirements 

• Full access to Oxford University libraries and 
study facilities 

• Assessed entirely by coursework 

• Leads to an undergraduate diploma with 
transferable credits 

• Applications deadline: 16th May 2008 

For a prospectus and application form, 
please contact: dbts@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
T: 01865 274205 
www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 




GAP YEAR OPPORTUNITIES 
A JOURNEY LIKE NO OTHER... 
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Volunteer with Time For God in a wide 
range of projects in the UK & Overseas: 

Youth/Community work • Sports Projects 
* Drug Rehab Centres • Homeless Hostels 
• YMCAs • Mental Health Support 
• Care Homes: Elderly & Special needs 

www.timeforgod.org 
Tel: 020 8883 1504 




In the place where the Bible was first translated 
into English... we are translating it afresh into 
21st Century culture. 



Mission-shaped 

training 



Leadership • Practical theology 

Preaching and communication 

Full and part-time training for ministry 



www.cranmerhall.com 



CRANMER HALL, DURHAM 



■■ •--- ' - - - 

Val Strickland on 0191 334 3894 

c A. v.e.strickland<f/durham. ac.uk 







Advertising Feature 

'ONIONS' THEME ROOTS EXHIBITION AT HEART OF LOCAL CHURCH 




UNDER THE ownership and management of Bible Society, the National 
Christian Resource Exhibition (CRE) returns to Sandown Park from May 
13th to 16th with a seminar, workshop and special features programme 
carefully constructed to meet the needs of people at all levels of church 
leadership. 

The recent Heart of England CRE, held in Telford drew more than 4800 
visitors. 

‘Our theme “Know your onions and grow your church” clearly resonated 
with visitors,’ said CRE Event Director Steve Briars. ‘We attracted a fresh 
audience who made the most of an exhibition full of ideas, resources and 
new thinking. We are taking a lot of positives from Telford and working 
them into the show at Sandown Park.’ 

Up to 350 organisations will exhibit at National CRE and more than 
14,000 visitors are expected to attend. Worship, debt, emerging church and 
children and the Bible are among several key subjects in a series of practical 
seminars and workshops. An extensive arts programme will include 
presentations from the London Community Gospel Choir and Saltmine 
Theatre Company. 

Authors, publishers and readers will discover which titles have been voted 
the best in Christian publishing at the UK Christian Book Awards. The 
awards are organised by Speaking Volumes who place Christian books in 
the community through schools and libraries. 

‘I’m delighted to announce the winners at such a prestigious event,’ said 



Adrian Plass, author of the million-selling Sacred Diary of Adrian Plass. ‘I 
will also share my passion about the importance of communicating the faith 
through the written word to both Christians and a wider audience.’ 
Thousands of books will be on sale in CRE’s two bookshops, located in the 
Esher Hall and Premier Radio Pavilion. The best in Christian music will 
also be available, along with other resources from Bible commentaries to 
school assembly materials - aimed at meeting the needs of church leaders of 
all kinds, from ordained ministers to youth leaders and Sunday School 
teachers. 

Chinese evangelist and author Brother Yun will speak at CRE for the first 
time on Wednesday 14 May. With the Olympics held in Beijing in August, 
Yun, whose remarkable story is recounted in his book The Heavenly Man, 
will challenge complacency in western churches. 

In CRE’s IT Village, the UK’s top Christian suppliers of information 
technology will offer expert advice on everything from website design to 
data management. Throughout the day there will be practical 
demonstrations and talks on key IT-related subjects - with an opportunity 
for one-to-one consultations with IT experts. 

TEN MINUTE SPOTLIGHTS 

A new feature at the year's CRE is the Exhibitor Spotlight offering 10- 
minute presentations through the day to inform, challenge and motivate. 
Spotlight is hosted by TV and radio broadcaster Robert Bond. 

WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS 

Apart from the main seminar and workshop programme, other informative 
presentations take place throughout the week: 

• Scripture Union will run the Youth and Children's Zone in the Royal Box 

• The Christian Residential Experience Zone, organised by CCI, the 
Christian holiday association, will give advice on church weekends and 
summer camps 

• Craigmyle fundraising consultants are hosting two half-day conferences 
entitled Fundraising with Confidence. 

‘CRE has an ongoing responsibility to be at the cutting edge of church life,’ 
said Colin Saunders, CRE's Executive Chairman. ‘We aim to meet the 
resource and training needs of all involved in church leadership - not only 
those in full-time church or ministry employment but the many thousands 
who voluntarily work in churches at all levels.’ 

Saunders' vision is to take CRE towards an EXPO concept, where 
exhibition and Christian experience come together - ‘a real hands-on 
experience as well as an exercise in gathering information.’ More info: 
www.creonline.co.uk 
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‘The Rose of English Furniture' 




The award winning Canterbury 
and York Lecterns 

< as height adjustment 
Built in microphone socket 
LG) video monitor 
Moveable on castors 

Quality furniture with a futuristic feel 



The Old Coach House, 53b Rear Oxford Street, 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS23 1TR 



Tel/Fax: 01934 618111 

Email: info@fullersfinerfumiture.co.uk Web: www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 



Fullers Finer Furniture introduces The Canterbury and York lecterns. These lovely 
pieces have something about the shape of things to come as they have both been 
designed with a fully adjustable gas strut height control, internal wiring to take a 
microphone and even an LCD monitor for use during presentations, hymn singing, 
for sermon notes and the like. As more and more churches are using IT equipment 
these days, this kind of product is a must not just In the future but right now, The 
award winning Canterbury and its larger sister The York are available In a range of 
finishes and you can even have your church logo on the front. Both lecterns are 
on castors for easy movement around the church. 





Organist available 



Call for your FREE information pack with demo audio CD 
or visit www.hymntechnology.com 



Hymn Technology Ltd 

PO Box 862A, Surbiton, Surrey KT I 9GQ 



PO Box 862A, Surbiton, Surrey KT I 9GQ 

Tel: 0800 043 0503 

See us at CRE Stand S44 



Hymnal 

Plus 



The incredible new HT-300 Hymnal Plus 

0 Plays over 2750 UK hymn tunes and worship songs, at the 
touch of a button 

0 Choose from 36 pipe organ presets, and an amazing range 
of orchestral and band presets 
0 Prepare all the music for services in advance 
0 Indexed to most mainstream hymn boob. Additional 

repertoire available, including Merbecke and other service 
settings 

0 Optional Interactive Psalm Accompaniment System 
0 Also plays your MIDI files and MP3 audio files 



£1899 incVAT 




Inspirational Magazine for Women 

Above Rubies 




Published quarterly Distributed FREE 
In the current issue: 

Grammy and the Fridge 
Femininity Redeemed 
Is it (Love) Possible? 

My Role as an Encourager 
Visit us on stand E36 at CRE 
Also available: Study manuals, 
books, teaching DVD's and CDs 
E: aboverubies@ntlworld.com 
www.aboverubies.org 
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News 

Meet a Bishop before the Lambeth Conference 



MORE than 600 bishops from all over the 
world have already booked in for the Lambeth 
Conference at Canterbury. More are expected 
yet. For the long weekend before the 
conference begins on July 16, we shall welcome 
fifteen or more bishops and their spouses to 
stay with us here in our diocese. 

We shall have visitors from every continent 
(except Antarctica and Europe!), and so far 
five from Africa, two from Asia, seven from 
America, and one from Australasia. We are 
still hoping for two or three more to join us. 

Here is a reminder of two major diocesan 
events for us all: 

Saturday July 12: A Diocesan Eucharist at 
Christ Church at 11.00am. After the service 
we shall all be able to mingle with our visitors 
over drinks in the Cathedral garden, before 
they and their hosts are entertained to lunch in 
the College Hall. 



Ingredients 

Pastry 

175g plain flour 
Pinch of salt 
125g butter 

1 dessertspoon caster sugar 

1 egg yolk 

2 tbs cold water 
Filling 

225gm strawberries 
225gm apricots 
275ml water 
40g caster sugar 



Monday July 14: The Diocesan Mothers’ 
Union has its summer meeting at Gerrards 
Cross, from early evening, focussing on the 
MU both here and world wide. 

There will be opportunities to meet our 
visitors more locally where they are staying. 
They will be well spread around our diocese 
(see below). Many of the bishops will be 
preaching in one of our parish churches on 
Sunday July 13: We shall publish details in 
The Door for July. We are not going to burden 
our visitors with too many engagements. 
They have a demanding three weeks ahead, 
and we are being asked to give them space for 
rest and reflection before they arrive at 
Canterbury. 

Oswald Swartz and his wife Yasmin, from 
our link diocese of Kimberley & Kuruman 
will be staying at Marlow. Bishop Ossie is 
known to many of us already. Sadock Makaya 



1 tbs apricot glaze 
1 tbs redcurrant jelly 

Method 

Make up the shortcrust pastry by rubbing the 
butter into the flour, together with the sugar and 
salt, until it resembles breadcrumbs. Add the 
cold water and egg yolk and combine until it is a 
smooth dough. Chill for half an hour. 

Then cut the apricots in half, remove the stone 
and stew them in the water and castor sugar until 
tender. Heat the oven to gas mark 5/375 F/190C. 
Cut the strawberries in halves and sprinkle with 
sugar. Roll out the chilled pastry on a lightly 



and Editha from Tabora in Tanzania, will be 
at Deddington. 

Also from Africa, three bishops from the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo: George 
Titre Ande and Maturu, from Aru, at 
Thatcham; Funga Botolome and Virginie 
from Kisangani, at North Leigh; Isingoma 
Kahwa and Mugisa from Boga, at Dorchester. 
These three bishops and their wives will be 
delighted to meet people who speak some 
French and/or Swahili, but English is ok too. 

Papahoti Lawrence and Shanthi from 
Nandyal, in the Church of South India, will be 
staying at Didcot St Peter; and Danilo 
Bustamente and Marilyn from the Southern 
Philippines, at Milton Keynes. 

From America, we are expecting Jean 
Duracin and Marie Edith from Haiti, at 
Oxford St Michael; George Bruce and 
Theodora from Ontario (Kingston), at Earley 



floured board and cut into rounds to fit small 
patty tins. Prick the bottoms and cook bind for 
about 7-8 minutes until golden. Then allow them 
to cool. Warm the redcurrant jelly and brush half 
the tartlets lightly with the glaze and fill them 
with strawberries, then brush thickly with the rest 
of the jelly. 

Glaze the rest of the tartlets with apricot glaze. 
Then take the apricots out of the syrup, remove 
the skins if desired, and fill the tartlets with the 
fruit and top with the rest of the apricot glaze. 
When I was first married my husband kindly 
bought me the monthly Cordon Bleu cookery 



St Nicolas; Clifton Daniel from East Carolina, 
at Risborough; Dena Harrison and her 
husband Larry from Texas, at Beaconsfield; 
Henry Parsley and Rebecca from Alabama, at 
Wokingham All Saints; Michael Klusmeyer 
and Marsha from West Virginia, at Oxford 
Christ Church; Michael Garrison and Carol 
from Western New York (state not city), at 
Radley. 

Richard Ellena and Hilary are from Nelson, 
New Zealand, and will be staying at St 
Leonard’s in the Wendover Deanery. We may 
well have another visitor from Australia. 

There is a Lambeth Conference web site, 
www.lambethconference.org. You can find 
out about many of our visitors and their 
church by googling ‘Diocese of ’. 

Canon Martin Peirce is a former Diocesan 
Director of Ordinands. 




magazines. I have had fun and interest trying out 
many of the recipes over the past 49 years of our 
very happy marriage. No doubt for our 50th 
anniversary next year I shall cook a very special 
menu! 



May TGCipG by our cookery writer Ann Way: Strawberry and apricot tartlets 
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with your help we can continue 



to treat clergy for free 



To make a donation, please contact the Charity Coordinator on 020 7388 4954 
or write to: St Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT BAH 
For more information visit: www.stlukeshospital.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 209236 
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Christmas Markets on the Danube 
featuring a 6 night Danube River Cruise 

8 Days: 19 Meals: 7 Breakfasts, 5 Lunches & 7 Dinners 




Tour Experiences: 

Wurzburg • Rothenburg • Nuremberg • Regensburg • Passau • Wachau Valley • Vienna • Hofburg Palace • Vienna Opera House • Christmas Markets 



Prices (Twin): £985 per person 

Single Supplement: £240 per person 

Departure Date: 12th December 2008 

Optional Middle Deck Upgrades: Twin: £110/ Single £160 

We are delighted to offer you the opportunity to experience the 
magic of the Christmas markets with this exceptional tour onboard 
the wonderful M/S Amadeus Princess which cruises the River 
Danube. Enjoy the sights and spectacular scenery at a leisurely and 
relaxing pace with time for Christmas shopping and sampling the 
local food and wine. 



• Visit and shop in the famous Christmas markets of 
Rothenburg, Nuremberg, Regensburg, Passau and Vienna. 

• Unpack once for a relaxing 6 night Danube River cruise. 

• Explore Wurzburg, Germany, known as "the jewel of the Main 
River”, and the lovely medieval town of Rothenburg. 

• Cruise through the Wachau Valley, the most picturesque 
region of the Danube River. 

• Experience an up-close look at the historic cities that adorn 
the Danube. 



All tours are accompanied by an experienced Collette Worldwide 
Tour Manager and feature regional dining experiences and 
many meals. 

Also included with this tour is a home door to door transfer 
to London Heathrow, special sightseeing trips and excursions, 
as well as scheduled flights with a reputable airline partner. 

Exclusive Tour Highlights: 

Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow, Home door 
to door transfers, Services of a Collette Tour Manager, Many Meals, 
Sightseeing and Excursions as detailed in the itinerary and Luggage 
Handling, Exceptionally low single supplement. 

For more information on this exceptional tour and for bookings, 
please contact us on 

FREEPHONE 0800 048 1055 

This tour is operated in partnership with Peter Goord and 
Collette Worldwide Holidays. 
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Holiday is subject to availability and advertised price subject to change. Single cabins are limited. Prices are based on 2 adults sharing a room departing London Heathrow. Prices are per person. 
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Holidays At Home 




s v--': 




Freshwater East 
Pembrokeshire 

Well-equipped adjacent 
holiday homes. Beach 
250yds. Sleeps 1 to 6. 
From £180 pw. 
Clergy discount. 
Sorry no pets 
TEL 0151 486 2745 



Secluded 
log cabins 

Pets welcome 
Beach nearby 
Short breaks 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

We have some of the best prices in the 
UK for anybody up to 85 years of age. 

Available Now! Travel Insurance for 
Summer 2008 and 2009 



For more information and 
details please call - 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 



Holidays Abroad 




Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

uninv. wolstenhomes. co. uk 






ISRAEL 



Let the Bible come alive! 

Walk in the footsteps of Jesus with 
Chris & Lindy Hill (Leaders of 70+ tours) 
8 , 1 I & 15 days in the Holy Land. 
Brochure, Tel: 0 1 763 272210 
E: carol_barry@onetel.com 
www.clministries.org.uk 




HIGHLIGHTS OF CHINA ^£1,499^^^ 

featuring Beijing, The Great Wall and the Terracotta Warriors 0NLY £1 60 extra for sin 8 |e travellers 

9 Days, 16 Meals: 7 Breakfasts, 5 Lunches & 4 Dinners Departure Dates: 14th October 2008 & 24th March 2009 




Tour Experiences: Tiananmen Square *The Forbidden City 
•The Great Wall • Peking Opera • Beijing Zoo • Rickshaw Tour 

We are delighted to bring you a 9 day tour of magical China. 

The itinerary features hotels and regional dining experiences to 
provide a true flavour of China. All tours are accompanied by an 
experienced Collette Worldwide Tour Manager and feature quality 
accommodation in carefully selected locations, regional dining 
experiences and many meals. 

Also included with this tour is a home door to door transfer to 
London Heathrow, special sightseeing trips and excursions, as well as 
scheduled flights with a reputable airline partner. 



Exclusive Tour Highlights 

• Home door to door transfers included 

• FREE executive airport lounge access 

• Deluxe single stay hotel - you only have to 
unpack once! 

• Many inclusions such as meals and 
sightseeing experiences 
• Western meals available during the tour 

• Exceptionally low single supplement 



For more information on this exceptional tour and for bookings, 
please contact us on freephone: 0800 048 1055 



Oberammergau 2010 

We can exclusively announce the 2010 Passion Play. We will 
secure tickets for this world renowned event which takes 
place between May - October 2010. All of the tours feature 
the seven hour Passion Play which includes an evening meal 
during the intermission. Tickets will be available for one or two 
night stays in Oberammergau. 

Pre-register for this special event now by 

calling us on freephone : 0800 048 1055 

These tours are operated in partnership with Peter 
Goord Travel and Collette Worldwide Holidays. 



•abta 



Holiday advertised is subject to availability and advertised price subject to change 

Single rooms are limited. Please note that a visa H required for entry to China and we can offer 

a visa arrangement service at a small additional cost. 
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Exclusive offer to readers of 



Two for the Price of One on Ventura 
The Superliner Designed for Britain 




Arriving in April 2008, Ventura will be the largest cruise ship ever designed and built 
for the British market. She will embody a generous sense of space, freedom and choice, 
a distinctive luxury and style and the many exciting possibilities that new journeys can 
bring. Crafted to give her passengers a richer experience, every element of her holidays 
is being planned in meticulous detail. Bespoke, chic, fun and imaginative, this family friendly 
ship promises to be an inspired choice. 

Entering Ventura's impressive atrium, it will be clear that she is something of a destination 
in her own right. On board there will be cuisine created by world-famous British restaurateur 
Marco Pierre White. Opportunities for fun will range from 3D cinema and digital Scalextric 
to bungee trampolining or stilt-walking at her circus school. While moments of relaxation 
will abound with a luxurious spa and an array of tempting bars, cafes and 
restaurants at every turn. 

Vibrant days will fade into eventful evenings faith a venue for every mood and every 
occasion. And let's not forget the wonderful destinations, awe-inspiring vistas and 
adventures to be found along the way. A wonderfully eclectic array of lush islands, inspiring 
cities, chic resorts and rustic landscapes await, and passengers can experience a whole 
range of different destinations all in one holiday. 



Canaries Cocktails 

28 Sept - 10 Oct 08 

12 nights from 
just £1114 per person 

Balcony cabins from 

just £1524 per person 

(price includes 50% discount) 

PLUS 

£35 per person on board credit 
(£70 per cabin) 

PLUS 

FREE PARKING at the port of 
Southampton. 

Departing Southampton • Madeira • 
Gran Canaria • Tenerife • Lanzarote • 
Lisbon • Vigo • Southampton 




For more information on this exclusive offer 
and for bookings please contact us on freephone 

0800 048 1055 

This cruise is operated in partnership 
with Peter Goord Travel and 



Holiday advertised is subject to availability and advertised 
price is subject to change. Terms and conditions apply. 



P&O CRUISES 
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The Doorpost Courses, training, conferences & workshops 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please 
send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for the June 2008 issue is 7 May. 




Courses, Special Events 



Thur 1 STOKE POGES 

Ministry of Hospitality & 
Prayer. Stoke Park Farm, 
Park Rd. 10am- 12.30pm. 
‘The Heavens Proclaim 
the Glory of God’ led by 
Fr Noel Connelly. 

Fri 2 OXFORD Unicom 
Group Open Meeting. 1 
Canterbury Rd, North 
Oxford. Coffee 12.30pm 
bring own lunch. l-2pm The 
Revd Dr Liz Carmichael, 
Chaplain St John’s College: 
Studying Peace. 

Sat 3 OXFORD We Will 
Remember Them, Chapel 
of Remembrance, Christ 
Church Cathedral, 11am. 
Sat 3 OXFORD St 
Stephen’s House Open 
Day 10am-4pm. 01865 
247874. 

Sat 3 HIGH WYCOMBE 

All Saints 2pm. Service of 
Hope & Commemoration 
for Survivors of 
Bereavement by Suicide. 
Contact 01494 451069. 
Sat 3 OLNEY The 
Linford Ensemble 
performs music by J C 
Bach, Sibelius, J Horowitz. 
SS Peter & Paul. 7.30pm. 
Tickets at door. £8/£5. 
Sun 4 COOKHAM 
6.30pm Solemn Mass 
for Ascension. Holy 
Trinity Church. 

TUes6 CHARLBURY 
Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust. Church 
Tour of Charlbury, Combe, 
Church Flanborough Sc 
North Leigh. 01865 
400402. 

Wed 7 READING 

Berkshire Vocations 



Fellowship, St Nicolas, 
Earley 8 pm ‘My work as 
a Curate!’ The Revd Matt 
Stephens, Curate at St 
Mary with St Lawrence, 
Reading. 

Thur 8 OXFORD 

Retired Clergy Association: 
‘The Adoration of the 
Mystic Lamb’ a talk on 
the Ghent altarpiece by the 
Revd Serena Hutton. The 
Priory Room, Christ 
Church. 10.15am. 

Thur 8 STOKE 
POGES The Quiet 
Garden, Stoke Park Farm. 
10am-12noon ‘Touched 
by Grace: Recognising our 
Need’ 01753 644273. 
Thur 8 OXFORD 
Oxford/Dorchester 
Vocations Fellowship. 
Church House, 7.45pm 
‘Sector Ministry’: Revd 
David Wilbraham, 
Chaplain Thames Valley 
Police Force &C Revd Tim 
Edge, Chaplain Bullingdon 
Community Prison. 

Sat 10 SHIPTON- 
UNDER-WYCHWOOD 
Open Day - 10.30 - 
Choral Evensong at 5pm: 
Morris dancing, maypole, 
bellringing, etc. 

Sat 10 HIGH 
WYCOMBE Organ 
Recital at All Saints’ 
Church 3pm by Simon 
Lindley (part of Wycombe 
Arts Festival). 

Sat 10 ROTHERFIELD 
PEPPARD ‘Draw on, 
sweet night’ - concert by 
Quire in All Saints’ 

Church 7.30pm. Retiring 
collection for Helen & 



Douglas House. 0118 
9722844. 

Sun 11 DIDCOT 

Pentecost Celebration at 
Edmonds Park, Newlands 
Avenue or St Peter’s 
Church, Newlands Avenue 
(depending on weather) at 
3pm. Contact 01235 
812114. 

Sun 11 LOWER 
BASILDON Sam Holy 
Communion at St 
Bartholomew’s Church. 

Hies 13 OXFORD 

Council of Christians and 
Jews. Rabbi Rachel 
Montagu at Oxford 
Jewish Centre, Richmond 
Rd. 8pm. 

Thur 15 STOKE 
POGES The Quiet 
Garden, Stoke Park Farm. 
10am- 12.30pm ‘Living by 
the Power of the Spirit’. 
01753 644273. 

Fri 16 OXFORD 
Unicom Group Open 
Meeting. 1 Canterbury 
Rd, North Oxford. Coffee 
12.30pm bring own 
lunch. l-2pm Ann Spokes 
Symonds on Felicia Skene. 
Fri 16/Sat 17 THAME 
Flower Festival at St 
Mary’s. 10am-7pm. 
Sunday l-4pm inc. 
‘Summertime’ Concert Fri 
1 -2pm &c Sat. 3-4pm. 
01844 213491. 

Sat 17 BECKLEY 
7.30pm Chris Britton &C 
Rey Leai; light classical, 
folk for flute & guitar. 
Tickets £10 at door. 01865 
351270. 

Sat 17 HIGH 
WYCOMBE A day 



conference on the Holy 
Land. All Saints’ 10am- 
3pm 01494 527526. 

Sun 18 NEWBURY 

Service of Remembrance 
for loved ones. 10.30am St 
Mary’s, New Road, 
Greenham. 01635 410075. 

Sun 18 COOKHAM 

6.30pm Service for Trinity 
Sunday with music from 
Vivaldi’s ‘Gloria’. Holy 
Trinity Church. 

Sun 18 AMERSHAM 

Creative, contemplative 
worship. Celtic Spirituality. 
St Michael &c All Angels. 
Amersham on the Hill. 6,00 
-7.15pm. 01494 726680. 
SUN 18 HENLEY ON 
THAMES Chantry House 
teas 2-5pm (every Sunday 
& BH throughout summer). 
Choral Evensong 6pm 
Thur 22 STOKE 
POGES The Quiet 
Garden, Stoke Park Farm. 
10am-12noon ‘Touched 
by Grace: Transforming 
Touch’ 01753 644273. 

Fri 23 FINGEST 
Healing Service with 
Laying on of Hands and 
Anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. 
01491 571231. 

Fri 23-Mon 26 WEST 
WYCOMBE Flower 
Festival ‘All Things Bright 
& Beautiful’ St Lawrence 
Church on the Hill. 
10am-5pm. 25th 12noon- 
5pm. 01494 527429. 

Sat 31 CHALFONT ST 
PETER 8pm All Saints’ 
Music Festival with 
Chamber Music. 01753 
883384. 



ARCHDEACONS’ 
VISITATIONS MAY 
2008 Oxfordshire 
Oxfordshire 

Thur 1. 7.30pm 
Woodstock Deanery. 

Sun 4. 6pm 

Deddington Deanery 

Fri 9. 7.30pm Witney 

Deanery 

Sun 11. 6.30pm 

Chipping Norton 

Deanery 

Tues 13 7.30pm Oxford 
& Cowley Deaneries 
Thur 15 7.30pm Henley 
Deanery 

Sun 18. 6.30pm Aston 
& Cuddesdon Deanery 
Tues 20. 7.30pm 
Bicester & I slip 
Deanery 
Berkshire 
Tues 6. 7.30pm 
Brad fie Id Deanery 
Wed. 7.30pm Wantage 
Deanery 
Fri 9. 7.30pm 
Abingdon Deanery 
Wed. 14. 7.30pm 
Newbury Deanery 
Thur 15. 7.30pm Vale 
of White Horse 
Deanery 

Mon 19. 7.30pm 
Maidenhead & Windsor 
Deanery 

Tues 20. 8pm Sonning 
Deanery 

Thur 22. 7.30pm 
Bracknell Deanery 
Wed 28. 7.30pm 
Reading Deanery 

Buckinghamshire 

Mon 12. 7.30pm 
Newport & Milton 
Keynes Deaneries 
Wed 14. 7.30pm 



Aylesbury & Mursley 
Deaneries 
Mon 19. 7.30pm 
Claydon & 

Buckingham Deaneries 
Wed 21 7.30pm 
Wendover & Amersham 
Deaneries 
Thur 22 7.30pm 
Wycombe & Burnham 
and Slough Deaneries. 
EXPRESS YOURSELF; 
Vocal and Choral 
Workshops in support 
of St George’s 
Community Hall project 
with Pierette Thomet & 
Paul Rowlands. Sat 10 
and Sun 11 May at 
Churoh of St George. 
Information from Paul 
Rowlands 0118 94561 1 9. 
AFTERNOON TEAS 
Henley on Thames 
Chantry House teas 2- 
5pm every Sunday and 
Bank Holiday throughout 
summer.. 

Hughenden Park 

Delicious Cream Teas, 
with homemade cakes 
and scones, every Sunday 
and Bank Holiday 2.15- 
5.15pm at Church House, 
Hughenden Park until 19 
October. 

DenhamSt Mark’s 
Church will be open every 
Sunday afternoon until 1 9 
October for teas and 
cakes. Contact 01895 
833371. 

LEARNING FROM 
THE MASTERS 

The Face in Watercolour. 
The Upper Room, 



Dorchester Abbey Guest 
House. Sat 17 Sc Sun 18 
May 2-5pm. Tel. 01865 
340633. Suitable for all 
levels. Tuition is by 
demonstration and one to 
one. £75 per place. 
QUIET SPACES in 
Dorchester Abbey The 
sacred space within our 
Abbey walls is known for 
its gentle and quiet 
welcome and we are now 
inviting visitors to absorb 
this enriching atmosphere 
in a series of quiet 
evenings. 

9th May and Friday 20th 
June 8.30-1 0pm. 
Contemplate Carl 
Gabriel’s interfaith wire 
sculptures, meditate on 
the symbolism within the 
new High Altar frontal, 
walk the labyrinth & 
enjoy a glass of wine. 
01865 340633. 
Pilgrimage to Israel 
Spend a week in Israel. 
14-21 February 2009. 
Staying in Jerusalem and 
Tiberias, visiting all the 
well known holy sites. 
Contact Revd Tim Eady 
01753 653131. 
DIOCESAN ROLLING 
PROGRAMME 
Sat 17 May 
‘Introduction to Ministry’ 
at Church House 
Sat 17 May ‘The Bible’ 
at High Wycombe. 
Contact Sheila Townsend 
01865 208200. 



Services at 
Christ Church 
Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 

6pm Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins; 7.35am Holy 
Communion; 

1-1. 10pm Praying at 
One (Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday); 1pm 
Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 

6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm) 

Cathedral Office 01865 
276155; 

Cathedral Secretary 
<sally-ann. 

ford@chch. ox.ac. uk>; 
website 

<www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk> 



BBC Radio 
Oxford 95.2 
FM 

BBC Radio 
Berkshire 
104.1 FM 
Sunday Show 
6-9am 



May Prayer Diary Compiled by John Manley 



‘ Blessed are the people who 
know the joyful sound! They 
walk , O Lord , in the light of 
your countenance. ’ Psalm 89:1 5 
Let us pray to God our Father 
through His Son Jesus Christ, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit for: 
Thu ‘l ASCENSION DAY 
Sonning Deanery Give thanks 
for: the deanery prayer cycle, 
ecumenical working. Pray for: 
development of fresh expressions 
of church; strengthening our 
capacity for mission and 
evangelism to a growing 
population and new 
communities. 

For area dean - David Hodgson: 
synod lay chair - Judith Scott. 

Fri 2 PHILIP AND JAMES 
Arborfield with Barkham: clergy - 
Piers Bickersteth, John Parker: LLM 

- Russell Shipton. Bearwood: clergy 

- Haigh Etches. 

Sat 3 California: clergy - Carol 
Edwards, Hugh Wakeling. 
Crowthorne: Lisa Cornwell: 

LLMs - Hazel Berry, Gillian 
Gyenes, Lewis Simmons. 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sun 4 Finchampstead: clergy - 
Richard Warden, John Edwards: 
ILM - Keith Alton. 

Hurst clergy -John Coombs, Clifford 
Smith: LLM- Patricia Smith. 



Mon 5 Owlsmoor: Roy 

Burgess: authorised preacher - 
John Hann. Ruscombe and 
Twyford: clergy - Simon 

Howard, Sally Dakin, Tim 
Dakin: LLMs - Paul Minton, 
Geoffrey Pugh. 

Tde 6 For members of the 
Diocesan Vocations Network: 
acting chair - Marilyn Parry, 
deanery representatives and 
specialist advisers. We give 
thanks for the variety of gifts 
expressed in different vocations 
and pray for the initiatives of 
Cutting Edge Ministries. 

Wed 7 Sandhurst: clergy - John 
Castle, John White. Sonning: 
clergy - Chris Clarke, Michael 
Forrer: LLMs - Bob Peters. 

Thu 8 Julian of Norwich , 
Spiritual Writer Wargrave 
with Knowl Hill: clergy - Pam 
Gordon: children’s and youth 
work coordinator - Kelly 
Bedwell; please pray for the 
appointment of a new vicar. 
Wokingham: clergy - David 
Hodgson, Michael Johnson, 
Emma Antoine, Colin James. 
Fri 9 Wokingham St Paul: 
clergy - John Connell, 
Kenneth Flood, Roy Homes, 
Tony Kemp, Jo Harrison: 
LLM - Jane Stillman. 
Wokingham St Sebastian: 



clergy - Andrew Marsden, 
Paul Bradish, Erik Fudge: 
LLMs - Jill Bright, Ann Potts. 
Sat 10 Woosehill 

Conventional District: 

minister - Haigh Etches, 
Libby Godden: LLM - Elaine 
Steere. 

PENTECOST 

Sun 11 CHRISTIAN AID 
WEEK BEGINS 

www.christianaid.org.uk As we 
celebrate God’s love, 
transformative power and light 
we pray for our practical 
response to the gospel. 

Mon 12 We pray for generous 
and wise ways to meet the 
physical, emotional and spiritual 
needs of the world’s vulnerable 
peoples. 

Tue 1 3 For the places of 
employment within the 
deanery where Christians 
work and serve their 
vocations. Wed 14 
MATTHIAS Witney Deanery 
We pray for area dean - 
Andrew Sweeney: synod lay 
chair - Lynda Blair. 

Thu 15 Bampton with 
Clanfield: clergy - David 
Lloyd: LLM - Arthur Pont. 
Fri 1 6 Caroline Chisholm , 
Social Reformer Brize Norton 
and Carterton: clergy - Bill 



Blakey, Roy Turner: church 
army - Richard Waller. 

Sat 1 7 Burford with Fulbrook 
and Taynton, Asthall with 
Swinbrook and Widford: clergy 
- Richard Coombs, Natalie 
Garrett, Tim Garrett, Cedric 
Reavley: LLM - John Leach. 

Sun 18 Cogges and South 
Leigh: clergy - Andrew 

Sweeney, Penny Joyce, Miri 
Keen, Tim Edge: licensed lay 
ministers - Nick Pike, David 
Smith, Richard Young. 

Mon 1 9 Dunstan, Archbishop 
Ducklington with Hardwick: 
clergy - Bob Edy: licensed lay 
ministers - David Adams, Ruth 
Edy, Jude Levermore, Ian Paul. 
TRINITY SUNDAY 
■Rie 20 Alcuin, abbot For those 
who, as members of the church, 
act in any liaison role that links 
church and the wider 
community. For every member 
ministry and the opportunities 
to develop competences in 
service. 

Wed 21 Helena , protector of 
the Holy Places Lower 
Windrush: clergy - Sarah Sharp: 
LLM - Ian Blair, Lynda Blair: 
Stanlake pastoral assistant - 
Alison Shaw. Minster Lovell: 
clergy - Adrian Gabb-Jones. 
Thu 22 THANKSGIVING 



FOR THE INSTITUTION OF 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Shill Valley and Broadshire: 
clergy - Harry Maclnnes, Liz 
Johnson, Neville Usher-Wilson. 
Fri 23 Witney Team Ministry: 
clergy - Elizabeth Thomson, 
David Childs, Joanna Collicutt 
McGrath, John Cook: LLMs 
-David Claremont, Sally 
Down, David Exham, 
Rosemary Peirce. 

Sat 24 John and Charles Wesley, 
Evangelists and Hymn Writers 
Mursley Deanery For area 
dean - John Waller: synod lay 
chair - Bobbie Ward: 
ecumenical representative - 
Siv Tunnicliffe. For those 
clergy responding to the needs 
of parishes with vacancies. 
TRINITY 1 

Sun 25 Cheddington with 
Mentmore and Marsworth: 
clergy - Marion Hance; please 
pray for the appointment of a 
new rector. Ivinghoe with 
Pitstone and Slapton: clergy - 
Tracey Doyle. 

Mon 26 Augustine, Archbishop 
For the church schools in the 
deanery - Marsworth, Newton 
Longville, Mursley, Swanboume, 
Stewkley, Bow Brickhill, High 
Ash, Wingrave. 

TUe 27 We pray for those 



within the parishes who 
support and care for clergy 
and lay workers. We pray for 
those, especially 

churchwardens, with extra 
responsibility during an 
interregnum. Diocesan 

Pastoral Care Adviser - Beau 
Stevenson and those 

providing counselling and 
consultation. 

Wed 28 Newton Longville 
and Mursley with Swanbourne 
and Little Horwood: clergy - 
Laurence Meering. Please pray 
for the appointment of a new 
associate priest. 

Thu 29 Stewkley with 
Soulbury and Drayton 
Parslow: clergy - Michelle 
Morton, Peter Lymbery. 

Fri 30 Josephine Butler, Social 
Reformer The Brick hills and 
Stoke Hammond: clergy - John 
Waller: LLM - Jeremy 

Hopkinson. 

Sat 31 VISIT OF THE BVM 
TO ELIZABETH Wing with 
Grove, and Wingrave with 
Rowsham, Aston Abbotts and 
Cublington: clergy - Derek 
Witchell, Siv Tunnicliffe. 
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A musical note... 

At 16, Paul Manley is a young musician 
who, as well as preparing for his GCSEs in 
the summer at Ranelagh School, is also the 
regular organist at St Andrew’s, Caversham 
in Reading. He tells us: 

‘I started playing the organ properly when 
I was 10 years old, though my first 
experience of playing a church organ came 
earlier, when I was about three, and Gary 
Turner, the then director of music at St 
Peter’s Church, Earley, in Reading (the 
church where I grew up), let me loose on the 
keys. You might guess I enjoyed it as I’m 
currently studying for my Grade 8 exam. 

When I was 11, I started playing the 
hymns for baptisms, and the present 
director of music, David Price, allowed me 
to play the occasional voluntary at the end 
of Sunday services. 

Then, I began playing for services twice 
monthly at St Margaret’s Church, 
Mapledurham, and I’ve been the regular 
organist at St Andrew’s now for four years. 

During Holy Week, this year, I was very 
privileged to accompany a local choir 
performing Stainer’s Crucifixion, conducted 
by my teacher, Graham Ireland. My 
favourite composers at the moment are Sir 
Michael Tippett, Messiaen and 
Shostakovich. And obviously I like the 
organ music of Bach. 

In the future, I hope to gain an organ 
scholarship to university to study music or 
possibly physics. I would love to become an 
organist at a cathedral; I think that it would 
be the ultimate career to be surrounded by 
beautiful music in a beautiful place.’ 



To advertise in The Door 
call the sales team on 

01752 225623 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD OX4 1 HU 

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 

www.tay lorsofoxford .com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 

ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 
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'What is the 
Book of Common Prayer 
but privileged access, 
through the resonance 
of language, to the mind 
of God?' 

FAY WELDON 

Join the 

PRAYER BOOK 
SOCIETY 

www.prayerbook.org.uk Tel; 011 89 842582 

Reg. charity no. 1099295 Company 

U j Limited by Guarantee No. 4786973 ^ 



Tea Club quenches thirst for unity in 
rural Buckinghamshire 



St Katharine’s in Parmoor, is the place to be on 
Tuesday afternoons; for that is where the 
Hambledon Valley Tea Club meet for 
friendship, fun and, of course, tea (of the 
cream variety). 

Associate Priest of the Hambledon Valley 
Team, the Revd Mieke Gaynor, says of the 
popular club: ‘Before I even get through the 
door I can hear laughter. It’s a wonderful, 
joyful weekly event that makes everyone feel 
about 30 years younger when they’re there.’ 

The club was started around a decade ago 
by church members Sue Bryce and Annette 
Jackson, who first met in the local pub in 
Fingest, with the aim of giving people in the 
rural communities of Hambledon Valley a 
regular chance to get together as a community. 

Gillian Jackson recalls that she went along 
when she and her husband first moved to the 
area, and was soon being asked to help 
organize the meetings. 

She says: ‘At first I thought it sounded a bit 
of a commitment agreeing to be there every 
week, but both my husband and I have found 
that, like lots of others, we really love it and 
look forward to it. There are few, if any other 
regular opportunities to get everyone together.’ 

Although supported greatly by the church, 
the club is definitely for anyone in the local 
villages, and regularly attracts 20 or more 
people of various ages. Anyone unable to get 
there, but wanting to attend, has a network of 
people to call on for lifts. And once there they 




Friendship and laughter is the secret of success 
can look forward to an organized activity 
such as a speaker, bingo or quiz, a raffle, a 
cream tea and even occasional outings, as well 
as a good chat. 

Gillian says there is no age limit, up or 
down, and currently the oldest member is 
about 98. For some, the club represents their 
only social activity each week. 

Mrs Gaynor says: ‘People in rural areas can 
become very isolated, especially if they are 
elderly, or have a mobility problem or a 
disability. The Tea Club is an opportunity to 
keep up-to-date and remain part of their 



at the Tea Club Photo KT Bruce 

‘Clergy in the Hambledon Valley Team all 
enjoy visiting the club regularly and joining in 
the activities. Bishop John visited recently on 
his Deanery Visits and had a wonderful time 
taking part in the quiz. 

‘I would say that though the church is a 
backdrop for the club, for Sue, Gillian and 
Annette the club has definitely been a ministry. 
They put so much into it and have such a gift 
for welcoming everyone and lifting the spirits.’ 
St Katharine's at Parmoor , Frieth / is a retreat 
home and conference centre run by the Sue 
Ryder Prayer Fellowship. 
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‘One of these must become a witness with us 
to his resurrection.’ Acts 1:22 

There’s a lot about ‘witnesses’ in this opening 
chapter of Luke’s second book, Acts. The 
apostles had been commissioned as witnesses 
to Jesus, charged to carry his message not only 
to their own homeland but to ‘the ends of the 
earth’ (v.8) - though they were to wait until 
they had received the power of the Holy Spirit 
to enable them to do it. The words above, 
spoken by Peter, concern a replacement for 
Judas. The 12 had become the 11, and it was 
necessai^, he felt, that the gap in the apostolic 
ranks should be filled. 

The possible candidates were limited to 
those who had ‘accompanied us throughout 
the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us . . . from his baptism by John until 
the day he was taken up from us’ (v.22). 

That tells us that there were more ‘disciples’ of 
Jesus, right from the early days, than the 12 
chosen ‘apostles’. From the ranks of these men 
and women one must be chosen to make up 
the apostolic team. There was really only one 
qualification - the one chosen must be a 
‘witness’ to Jesus. 

We know from everyday experience what a 
‘witness’ is - someone who has seen or 
experienced something for themselves, and is 
prepared to speak publicly about it. Witnesses 
in a law court are not asked to speculate or 



draw conclusions, nor to try to pass on other 
people’s reports or opinions. They must bear 
witness to what they have personally 
experienced, which in practice means seen or 
heard. 

In the specific case here, in the upper room, 
the witness must be someone who actually 
saw Jesus, heard him preach, observed his 
miracles and mighty acts and - crucially - saw 
him risen from the dead. They cast lots, and 
‘the lot fell on Matthias’ (v.26). 

We speak in our diocese about ‘Sharing 
Life’. Of course, the ‘life’ we share is not ours 
but the life of the risen Christ. To share that, 
we too must be witnesses - and as we have 
seen, a witness is one with first-hand 
experience. 

It is only those who have themselves been 
touched by the risen Lord who can effectively 
‘share his life’ with others. We aren’t passing 
on second-hand experiences, other people’s 
stories, opinions or speculation. We are 
making public our private experience. 

It’s just as well that the disciples in the 
upper room didn’t decide that their faith was 
a ‘private matter’, too embarrassing to speak 
to anyone else about. Had they done so, the 
last apostle might have toppled off his perch 
some time in the late first century wondering 
whether he shouldn’t have told somebody that 
Jesus came back from the dead. 



J.Hart Catering 

Outside caterers for all events from 
champagne receptions to romantic 
meals in your own home or wakes. 
Everything served to your 
specifications, reliable and 
fully trained staff. 

Contact James on 07949 901029 or 
01235 833378 or visit us at 
www.jhartcatering.co.uk 
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STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and doors 
and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 01 18 956 8534 
Fax: 01 18 957 5865 
www.Ieadcraftstainedglass.co. uk 







